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ENGINEERS.

TEAM WITH ROKS, i@6TH/

TO OPEN: VC- HﬁLD POBEQTSON ROAD

543/35 SPANS
LA CIANG

A two platoon effort
by Bravo - Company , 35th
Ingineer- gattalion, A45th
Engineer: Grouy recently
‘peconstreehed:
portio: of the 1 57h~foot
highway: bridge scross the
Song Lai Ciang River near
Bong Jen.

T In late 1966 the Viet
Cong closed traffic on
the bridge when they blew
onz of the center piers
ond dropped  two.  spans
This left only the rail-
road bridge copen to motor
traffic , %o which the
Brave Company engineers
added a causeway and a
iloat bridge.

But with the approdbh
of the heavy Monsoons th
highwsy ori.ge seemed the
only alternate to. the

five Bailey bridge jacks
and successive  eribbing

of 12 by 12's. Once this

span’was raisdu the: dam-

- aged end of it was remove

ed, reducing it to a 2
meter span.

A AO-ton crane
the 523rd. bLngineer Com~
pany (Port Construction)
L5th Group was used to

pilss each - on which the
rebuilt spans would be
placed. The raised apan .
was  then extended to 24
meters and
one oi the piers,

.While this reconstruct-
ion was occurring,

. wWas
redecking the existing:
bridge.

#

COMMO. SCORES
ST

391}@5

railroad pridge since the

causeway and float brldge,*”

could not be mmﬂ:me
through the high W&fw?S
canticipated. -

Aftesr buildime an ex-
tension to khe exisuing
causeway L& provide ass-
ese to tHe downed gpans,

... the 1t Platoon, led by
Lleuténdnt Fonald A. Gen-
try (Abilene, Texas), pu-
Lled fhe northernmost of
the two  damaged : spans,
with two bulldozers and a
wWinch.

southern  spail was

the

. then jacked up  to

" in the 18th inginee
" said Captain: Law-.

"We now h”ve the first
radio-teletype with-
.k};}rj_..
gade,
rence O'Brien, Communica-
tions Ofricer of the 4L5th
ingineer Group..r

‘This

when the 19th - mEngineer
battalion (Combat) insta-

lled an AH/GRG«-A{J W1t11 a
range of

' cﬁinp. Stafl
Benny Allison.and Opecial
ist-Four Gary .  Tucker,

from |

drive —two ~fieTs of 5

set down ot .

the 2d .
 Platoon, les by Lieutenant -
Lynwood w. Tyndall

‘Light Infantry

-pring the road.

comnunlcatzons-'
breakthrough Was recor@aﬂ

Sergaantg

Forty-lour
days, one

gruelling
oilver oStar,

“three Bronze Stara, two
“men KIA and four wounded.

This wss the price that
Bravo-Cormpany, 39th bngi-
neers Battalion, 45th Eng-
ineer Group had to pay to.

‘complete Robertsun Road.

On:June 30 the 2nd Pla-
toon of “Brawei <« Comphny, -
Ted by Litutenant ‘&Useph
4. Kucera {Wi.rton, "Wost

Virgifiia), drew the assi~ .. 8

grment of opening Robert-

-son Roed, a five kilomet-

er stretéh which had not
been traveled since Fre-
nch troops pulled out of
Vietnam -in’ 1954. Located -

- 15 miles south éf Chu Lad
"“the once notoriocus Thmd-

er oad juts off from
Highway ' Gl~1 near Binh
Son and weaves cut near
the OLouth China Sea,
beiore rejoining Vietnams
main north-south Supply
artery.

Although the area i2
heavily -iafiltrated w1th
hard core Viet Cong, the
Hepublic of Korea (BOK )
Marines and the 196 th
Brigade
are responeible for secu-
By open;ﬂg
the route. the -engineers
would' save. ~tompat  wunits

a great deal of‘tin@ and

elinindke the: . ferry
atrosg. the Song Tra.Bong
siver heap the norther.n
Alntersectlon of Robertson

“Road.and GL=1.

* The third day on the' job
the engineers wers.ambush-
ed twWice and sniped abt-.
five or six times. Forfun= -
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Liemn

l‘ S c.. cH 3
qnt ‘g‘folo +o dm Geﬂl'l’
~our  JEb den St ikea m§ G
res: urCe: y i, ariald

which we op Sal :,
To winivi: 1w gards Lo
our people aid o cguip—
tment and supplies. it is
issential that we contin-
ously evaidate our epemies
In this catefory I would
include terrain and weat—-
her. the ensmy soldier
and ourselved, |
We know thé enemy sold-
.ier well, He hus assassiv
Leams who coen walk among
you. as you work at a site
or. throw a hond grenade
as you pass thou a village

LS
blvwaﬂﬁ he‘ places . mines
.&anG booby traps on® our

rosds, oridges, fill-pits
and qu@rries. He murtars
our cafps, saipes at Tour
par*meters argl lays ambu~
for tle wmwary. He
ates mostly in dark-
: but we cannot be
cesbain that | he will not
nse the
asvantage. he is a alever
b .souruel'ul, ruthless,en—
mJ whe doesn't cire a
#dt  about Lllllng us by
3 ’1:," Heeihs .
/ We ¥now the terrain. and
" weather too. 48 che © mon-
“socn season buging you and
your eguiptment will be
taxed ever ghore heavily
tc keep up your present
hizh levels of productiv-
LlJo
avove all we KNOwW. our—
selves, perhaps our. grea-
test enemy.is facigue, a
moment of  carelegsness,
of thoughtlessness.
During July and’ August
men of  tue group *have
metlt ensmy soldlurs_;on
138 occasions  involving
mlnos or fifing. We have
siixed 10 KIa and 46
(Contlnued on Page /)
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aay time Lo his

"mmnths botn ea

Ly o Bupply
@ e e '-{4“"
Giag-wWothin the 45
ingey Group - for
Ats  Robert and
" Denaldson  could

e

vere assigned toget-
Jherdis with Bravo
ol the 19th ung1”
neer patbnlion, 45th Ling-
inear Group and Thomas is

‘with Uharlice of ihe 19th,

. Being together in . the
Army is -mothing new to
these two twins from New

Castle, “Permnsylvania i
dctuslly, when the 19th
recentldy move. from Long
by vepot te an  area 70

riles north " of Gui HNhon
it we.s the rurthest the
prothers -hive been separ-
wted. Charlie Company and
Sergesnt mhomas donaldson

ging, on the Long My vepot

hiter iraduating irom
Hew Castle High School
tEe brothers were employ-

ed by chie Youngstown, Onio

~heet aﬁd Tube- Companj.

it year leter, in Sppte
ember or 1955, they en-
listeu together and were

AHﬂSblgnuu to th: same bas-

ic T 1m.ng ‘Company  at
Fort Jackson, South Cap-
olins, After BCT they re~-
meined &b Fbru ‘Jackson
Ior. advancéd “training in
the Bauic gupply Course.,
In ordbr Eo contlnue'

the confusien o. compaty-
cormanders -and Lirst
serguunts, the twins
trav&l&d aga n" to the
s6Me comp@_ 4t:thp Guars
termuster S6hool at  Fort
Iee, Virgiuga.

CAfter this rinal part
of 'training, the = Army
assigned them back to Fort
Jeckson imwarch,1964%, for
duty as suppﬂy‘spL01allst
However; thils  time they
wape i dlf%@rent COMpPAY-~
1&% elthﬂq;h in thu same
ﬁrlgauu.

Eorduadinea at Forb
Jackson.fop Iourtuen-
£ tht.,_' :

" HRon wiE-

‘material,

" Managing Bditor..,  °

13-1ad anunition
v boint (n&f) kas,
constructed: :m Buc
" ronlace the one on
rnsad - which ‘was
Jduring one of
5 ASP flr@s Cof
Vigtnan War,

Completed by the 1st
Pl.tcon of Delta . Company
39th dngineer dHattalion,
45th Engineer Group, ﬁhe
new ASP consumed &5,:
cubie yards of laterzbe
during the progect

Giant Clark 2590 tract-
or-scrapers did most of
the e.rthwork for | the
storage area just west of
the ihic Fhe C130 airsiyvip
. Aldost iumediately af-
ter fire suept through the
cld AP on the beach six
miles from Duc Pho, the' 1
gt Platoun, les by Lieut-.
enant ¥ike Gollieyer -(Hom

tha w
the

ey T ROV, FYIAOTS Y &Tirt-

ed construstion
ASP. Dbrigadier - Gengral

Geoprge M. lcgride, _‘an—

anding General of gal‘ﬁhov
Support Command, ‘later

descri@eu ihis ASE as'the

rinest. one in any forward

comoat area in Vietnam.

¥*

‘on* the

The Colt 45 News is " an
authorized Army newspéper
publibked monthly by the
L5th Engineer Group, AFPC
San Francsico 96238.Views
and opinions expressed o
not necessarily rofl
those of the Dept. of +he
frmy. This newspaper us.s
Armed Forces News Bureau
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SMOOTH RIDING
COMPLIMENTS OF

Rock, dust, heat and
~ boiling as. nalt is what
the men of the Quarry and
asphalt Platcons imst en-
- dure ‘so that the srmy witl
“ have the best possible
roads in the Gui Khon,
Vietnam are:., .

One of tue major tasks
o1 the -45th dngineers
Group is the paving of
tiighway (l~t and the roud
in the coastal city of
{ui Nhon, And the men who
wake  this possible are
tne Asphalt Platoon and
the Quarry Flatoon, 73rd
uDngEbr Coaipany ,. &4th

gineer Battoclion, 45th
engineey Group.

The (uarry  Platoon
provides the rock for the
asphalt mix and base cou-
rse while the Asphalt Pl-
~toon devoarrels the asp-
halt, - maxae ibapd.Lage—.
it ‘on the roads. The work
of the two  platoons can
be acen anywhere  along
the 30 miles of roadway
they have paved in the
past six months.

Comprised of 29 enlist—
ed men, two non—conmissi-
oned officers and one
ofricer, the - Asphalt
Flatoon has peen in oper—
abion Inly six wonths but
already they have paved
30 miles of road, placed

~.a 1,500 foot extension on

b the Lui Fhon Airfield
“runway and produced 45,00
0 tons of asphaltb.

hey work 1. two shifts
of. eigit +o nine hours
efch and produce up to

G tems of asphalt per
hour. iAlthough the aspha-
1t mschine i 14 year old
tney have produced & reco—

rd high of 1,370 tons in
one day.
Under the supervicion

of Lieutenant Vernon C.
Webters {(Wpittier, Calif-
orina),platoon leader, each
_marn is trained to woek at
“tne plant or lay the asp-
halt on the road so that
they mey rotate every few
months because of the dust
© . hagZard.

neer Brigade. Replacir

ROADS
7 3RD

Storf borpo.. b Tho . g

Lowlin (Fort VWorth, Texas)

is responsicle for the de-
drumming of the asphalt,
then the mixing of the
asphalt and rock, and
finally the propur heating
of the mixtur<. This re-—
guires 2,000 -®o 5,000
gallong of diesel fuel,
8,000 gallous of water,
and 100 to 300 uarrels of.
asphalt a day.

While the Asphalc Ela—

toon is tryingsto achieve

their goal or paving one-—
half mile of siugle lune
rosd pur day,-the Quarry
Platoon is ousy supplying
them and the other batta-
lions with crushed rock.

Lieutensnt fric ILand-
enburger {Rockville, Map-
yland) keeps the gquarry
cpen 24 hours a day blas-
bingy hrubing-egd orushing
the vital commodity.

Working in twg 12 hour
shirts the understrength
66 man litoon incorpora-
wes one 225-ton-per-~hour
priuary crusher with a 225
ton-per~hour =nd 75 ton-
per houwr sccondary crush-
er. .

Platoon Sergeant Joseph
Walker {Cheurleston, South
Carolina said his men
hive exceptionaily. high

spirit. The 30,000 * cubic
yards oi rock per wmenth
with a new rccors of 2,47
8 yards in oné 24 hour

period is ev1deuce of this
statement,

36!\/1 S
P\EASSLGNED

New assigmments for Ser-
geant Majors within! the 45
th Group haye iffected for
ur key! Borsonnel ,

Sergeant MdJoy Robert C,
Brown has steffed into the
Group SGM slot left vacant
when SGM Robert E, Fogart

as Group Operations SE
SCM Waldon L. Richey ¢
comes from the 35th Ba
l;on. SGl Frederick Sutine

EIR | [ N S e

RE-UP
DERWATER

Sometimes in helicopters

sonebimes even on
board ship, But  teday
four iathoms ( 24 feet)

down ofi the wobtton of the

South China Ses Sergesnt
Pirst uless (SFC) Frank
H. Smith (Jersey Uity,

New Jerssy) took the re-
enlistment oath for an
assitional four  years
w1th Uncle LA,
Cohductcd bt 1st Iieu-
tanAt Harvey Williams
(lochuster, New York}), a
gualified Army  diver
working in the oper:tions
soction of the 45th Eng-
ineer Group,  ceremonies
were in cyrstal clear

“water. Tuis re-enlistment

marks the final Jog of the
20 vear carecr for the 36
year old master diver who
has explored the waters
from- -Busan, Korsa &0 the
Carivbean, S

Dergeant Smith iz the
non-commissioned officer
(HCD) in cherge of the
nine man diving section
of the 523rd Engineers
Company ( Port Construct-
ion) ,45th ungincor Group

Bverythiny worked © well
until the two hard-hat
divers reached the ocesn

floor and discovered that
Sergeant Smith's intercom’
set did not function pro-
perly. Sc rather  than
cancel the entire cermuny
the mester diver cut off
his set and rclied on
Iieutenant lilldiam's set
to transmit his voice
which was hesard at topside
en  the 100- foot diving
barge.

Standing on  the barge
were Captazn Charlie C.
Crowler(uenville, Virginia
Commandin, Cfficer of the
523vd; Lisutenant Rodney
Iicxel (Hot Springs, Ark-
ansss ), wiving officer;
seant First Class(SFC)
rd Woodhy (Cclorado
‘5, Colorado )., re-
tment NCO with the
th Engineer Group and
Henbers of the 523 diving

- section.




Page L..#

Colt: [;5 Hews

Amgnsh 21, 1967

RE
ON CHORPER

In a -helicopter some-
wiere . betwsen |
and Due Pho the '"Seshorse
Bridle and Reins™ of the
19th sngineer Batialion,
45th  Sngineer Group were
ceremouiously passed irom
lajor Richard Stevens to
the incondng bettalion
commander, Lieutenant
Colonel Andrew C. nemsor,
Jr,

Colonel Remson arrived
+4 the 19th headguarters
irom Cam Ranh Bay but be-
couse of i.e pecent move
S5 the battalior; there
wos  1ittle  vime for the
chinge o¢f cawand, In a
mstter of minut.s Colonel
. Hemson snd Major btevens
“the acting battalion com-
mander, were headed north
to Duc Pho for a meeting
with Major General hich-
ard T. Knowles, Command-
ing General of Task Force
Oregon {Tr0), a nulti-br-
igade  sweep and destroy
mission inthe-ssuthern- &
Corps area. -
" And. s without the tr-
aditiqn&l formal ceremony
2% battalion headquarters
the 6olors of the 19th
wepe passed rather unigu-
el on the chopper.

Coloacl Hemseon — comes
to- the 19th Engineers
with an impressive and
highiy enviaole  career

gccord, Upon graduation
_ from the ‘United oStates
“gilitary Academy in 1951
he was selected as a her-
alded Rhodes Schelar at
Oz.ord University in Eng—-

land., Here he recelived
his BA din Philoscphy ,
Politics and -Beonomics

in 1954 and his Masters
Degree in  the same field

in 1957. Golonel Hemson
returned to the United

States and earned a MA
degree in Civil .ngineer-
ing - from the University
of Michigen &t Ann Arbor
in 1958. -

The new battalion comm-
ander previously -sery
as  an instruct.r of:
ial - Sciences at
Poirt for four jears

_until He arrived in Vieks

‘nam- was Assistant United -3 .
Iti‘l l}" *_’_,/ .

States Abtache %o

A

NS CHANGE

ENGRYS,

vespite race, culture
and the Vietnimese-bngli~
sh lsnguage barricr, the
nen oi the 589th Lngineer
Battalion, 45th Engineer
Group and the Trung ai
Protestant Crurch proved
orice apgain tipt Christian
people can work togubher.
Chap.ain {(Captain )
Charles Woleott, batial-
ion chaplainy has  been
working quite - closely
with Reverénd HNge Einh
and the church for about
tliree months . Sut  nob
wtil recently did he see
the need for an education—

al building wnich would
provide cofortable and
‘sacred surroundin, s o

conduct Sunday School and
Bible Study clagses.

He first acouired cem—
ent and steel reingorcing
bars te Degin the constr-
uction. :

158 bifgerr
4 Barbjens of

L and

B fgmbel for

to

Then it was  dadided
thet the July offerings
collected from the chapel
services could best. be
spent holping to finish
the much needed building,
So in & brief ceremony at’
the church Major Kenneth
Davidson , the battalions
waxective Ofricer,  and
Chaplain Voleott presented
Reve.end Kinh with a gift
of 290.00 dollars.

Reverend Kinh, assisted
by his father, mother,
wife &nu  four children,
has beon at the Trung &1
Chureh. for three and one
half months during which
time he has built a con=-
gregation of 50 familics.

To show his appreciate
ion for the w.rm gift the
Reverend gave gome flowers
dscorate the 589th

sattalion Chapel,
%

L+

et I
I2NoH wdges £k
V4. hoin %

B hot shew . -
Folegren

By tidat
3 Andisrad

hamal
~Fiin lih

o

GIVE $290.00 .
FOR VIET, CHURCH -
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ALL IN A D/—\YS WORK

SAYS ALPHA SRD SHOP

A 39-year old Vietnam ~-
and cils -

ese lubricates
a five ton dump truck
 whilé two GIs prefabrica~
- te huts and bolts in the
welding section. No matte
er What the job; the 53
-men at. the Third Shop,
- Alpha - Company realige

their responsibility to-

the.line compamies of the
84th Engineer Battalion,

" 45th  Engineer Group to -

keep their equipment run~
; ning.
The Third Shop, Alpha
. Company in Phu Tai Valley
. 1s responsible for supply
and sipport to seven com-
‘panies within +the 84th
Battallon. Commanded by
Captain: Hugh F, Boyd,
Alpha is a Maintenance
and Equipment Company wh-
ich rarely is engaged in
construetion missions,
No one- at the shop sems
t6 BRIt AT oI

struction battallo.n. Led
by - Lieutenant Charles
-Garrett (New Castle, Pen-
nsylvamia),  thé  shop is
divided into the enginee-
. ring, ordnance and alljed
“skills, shops. The purpose
of the

enance on major assembli~
as for the companies., It
could e a Clark 290
tractor-scraper or a 60KW
generator,.

When. a repalcement
joins the shop he is put
with a men who has.been
on the Jjob for a while,
This affords the new man
an  opportunity - to gain

~ some experience and trai-

ning until he gets his
feet on the ground,

" Asidg from the engineer
and ordnance shops the
allied -skills sect:u_on,

’ composed of nine enginee :
ra and one Victnamese, is -
Their prime-

invaluable,
“Job is to prefabricate
such ltems as bolts, beik~
rings and bushings, ‘'as

well as perform body work' b

and welding,
Vietnamese

arcy
is the ‘backbone of a .con- ¥

Third  Shop,  With four
vorking in orgnance, five

in engineering and one in

allied skills, production

‘has soared, :
© No Vietrnamese works by

hingelf becayse of their
lack of extengive traine
ing when they come to Al-
pha Company, By worldng

with "a specialist they '

may guickly pick up the
akill and get a3 broad

"BRIDGE MEN"

knowledge of the operat -

ion,

Ano’sher v:Lta.l element
of the Third, Shpp is the
supply section which han-
dles more than 3, 250

“supply. parts for the line

compari.es,

as an emerg-
ency Monsoon airstrip,

the 2,000-foot
field located ten miles

- north of Duc Pho on High-

. first two'is to
.pull third echelon maint- -

‘scrapers

clniian._' }

way QL1 has been comple-
ted by the Heavy Eguipme-
nt Platoon and “Chablie
Conipany of the 39th Engi~
neer Battalion, 45th Eng~

" ineer Group,

Led by lst Licutenaw
nt Jolm D,E, Reed (St,Lo-

uis, Mo.) the Heavy Equi~ .

pment Platoon relied on
three Clark 290 tractor

eubic yards of laterite,
The initial earthwork of
leveling the ridge -line
between two saddles was
also done by the 290s,
" Shortly aftér its comp-
letion an Air Force  &nd
Marine Corps inspectlon
team landed on the penep-
rimed, laterite-packed s-
trip and clagged it as
Wpe T .for C-123 aireraft
and Type II for CYa.

The So—foot wide strip

will be usedfor emergency

-landings during the Mons-

osns and th ‘supply. combat
ity in the umnedlate

" Mo ‘Due

. DONT SIT STILL
workers play a major ro’le;f- .
in the funetioming of the ~

The “Thest conﬁ'ete 3 &

permanent-type bridge~
-be

ve  construcked ~ by US
Army - engineers north of
Qul Nhon has been comple—

_ted by Delta Company,3¥sh
Inginesr Battalion, 45th

Engineer Group. .
Constructed with 150
cubic  yards of conerete
and .t;,OOO feet of rein-
fircing st.eel, the 40foot
span marks a milestone for
Delta Compan,y, the bridge
builders of QL-1, Prior ®
‘this. the. combat engineers

had bullt 29 br:l.dges , all

timber trestle..

The concrete bm.dge
was started.on June 5 and
received the final coat of
waterproofing asphalt

.solution as Colonel Kenn
_.eth T, Sawyer, Group com-
1 mander, landed in his: he-

l:.capter for dedi:eation

| ieeTegoniese, -

loeated ,just nor't.h of

-Phu Gat. the bridge marked

h span for the 2nd
_Platoon, led by Second

_ lieutenant Lawrence . Fish

to rhaul 55,700 -

111 (San Franciseo, Cal-
ifornia) and Platoon Ser-
geant Joe McPherson,

They are presently
working on & similiar
type 60-foot bridge five
miles north of Lanidng
Zone Hammond, head quarte-
rs for the 35th Battalion,

IR

{Continued from page 1 )
ately

wounded,

There soon wasmit any
doubt, that Charlie wanted
Robertson Road all to him
self and would put any r-
esistance to keep it. So
much so that the 196th
called in air strikes and
the llth Armored Cavalry
Regiment employed a 22
drmored personnel carrier
{APC) escort for Bravo.

From then until July
24 Charlie!s harrassment
repained sporadic, With
the 6th Company of the 2d
ROK Marine Battalion pro-
viding security, Lt Kucera

{Continued on page 8 )

only one man was
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A/35 BRIDGES
57FT, CAP

Alpha, Company, .35th
Engineer Battalion, &4%th
Engineer Gioup has broken
into the bridge bullding
business on Highway QL-1
~ with the construction of
long  timber
trestle span Just n~sth
of Phu My,

Construeted by t.he 1st
Platoon, comanded by 2nd
Tisutenant Woodrow B. Has
“gkins (Franklinton, N,C.)
the two pler bridge re-
pXaces a one lane concre-
te Twbeom - gbrasture
built in 1917 by Erench
engineers, Before its co-
mpletion military wvehe
icles were using a later-
ite filled bypass peaving
the old French Tbridge
open to Vietnamese Lambr—
ettas. and motorscooters,

The = combat -engineers
vsed 200 pounds of Tetra-

—tol s.nd 150 pounds of C-l;

& this flrst bridge
under its belt Alpha Com—
pany, commanded by Capta..
in Clyde W, Hotman (@ak-
land, California), —now
joins  Bravo, Charlie and

Delta of the 35th  as *

those units which have
contributed to the 42
bridges built on Highway
QL-1 between Phu Cat and
Bong Son,

e 3t

FIVE
ON BEYOND ZEBRA

By Chaplain (MAJ) B.T, Silliman:
o L5th Group, Chapla:.n o

AKP‘

4 famous writer of children's boeks -in our Coune
try hds written wonderful words that I have often
read to my boys. The title is On Beyord Zebra, Tt
is a story written in rhyme and concerns an older
boy who tells a younger friend that there is a gree~
at dw’.l. te learn even wHen he has learned the alap-
abet down to "IM, whieh is for zebra, He says - to
the yt@ng oy, "Most people stop at the '2', ” tub
not me, My alphabet starts where your a.lphabet ends,

- It's an easy thing tc stay with the safe and fa-
miliay in life. To do only the things that will be-
nefit ourselves., To never get oub of the tight cir-
¢le of our own selfishness, To never-really  step
out apd beyond and contribute to life,

loses, because of his truct in God, wet out - be-
yond what he knew, to lead the ch:.ldren of Israel
fram betdage, Jesus said to his disciples, " Céime,
follow me." And that took guts, The eall ecmes to
‘each of us, when only we can hear, to give a kttle
or & lot of ourselves to make this world and the
lives of people a little betber, :

History is full of men and women who have geone "
On: Beyond. Zebra, ! People who have made life. “better
for all of us becauSe they have lz.ved- Paopl

1t, Whit is your “answer when wuare'ca.ll'__‘ >

WATI:R WATER E\/»’-‘RYWHERE
AND ALL YOU .CAN DRINK

Engineers from the Land. nesota} and Speciahst
of 104000 Lakes are prov= Four Mike Knopiek  (Red
ing théir wedght in gold Wing, Minnesosk)all live
by sugplying the all imp— within a 50 zdle radius
ortant -commodity, water, and havecbkan- tegebbee
to four units loecated on gince BAsie-Traifiine snl

Highway 19 west of Qui Advaneed Individual T-a -
Nhon,.. ining (AIT).  They are
Operating two truck~ joined at the water poi-

mounted water purificat-
bs that produce .

nt by Specialist Four J-
ames Wells and Private
95 fllons of potable Mrst Class {PFC) Fernae
'ﬁmtex‘* sy hour, the engi- ndo lopez, both of Alab-
the 589th Eng- ama,-
ineer Battal:l.on, L5th When not operating the
Englneer Group are set uwp water pruification units
tl: ree driles west of the the engineers spend theip
Cha Ravg Depot. spare time prackicing Tae
T‘lé‘"mter point furmis- Kwon Do, the Korg¢an form
has 25,000 gallons of of Karate they learned
wiiera’day to th: 589th, from thie ROK. soldiers who
L.2 268 Mainbenancs Bate~ nuard the bridge. :
Lo libMe the 54th ~Trans- 2o : !
on. Batt.allon ard a
the - Républlc of
ROK) Tiger Divisi-

B '..RS.‘&B :RUCAWNA"‘S&NEG
B e g
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(Contlnued f{“om page 1)

‘both of the 45th Group
: comumeations
were instrumental in the -

"HHG 45TH #NGR GP

center

installation of the radio
teletype net at the 1%th
Battalion,

The other two combat
battalions within the
4L5th Group- the 35th at

Landing Zone (LZ) Hammond
and +the 39th at Chu Lai-

.were  equipped with the
radio«teletype machines
when . Captain OV Brien

recently retumed from a

Rist Signal Group me'et.ing
in Nha Trang,

Captain O'Brien rece:w-
ed the : go~ahead from the
st Signal Group to have

the 37th Signal Babtalion.

in Da Nang and the Alst

. Signal Babtalion - in Qui

Nhon outfit the 39th -and

- 35th with an AN/GRC-26

and AN/GRC-46,
veoly.

respecti-
- The AN/GRG—26 has

.2 range .of 500 miles and

‘will be used by the 39th

Bngineers Bcause of t.he

kSth Group.

Wth the installation
of these radio nets all
three . combat engineer

battaliohs within the 45

~+th will have radio-tele-

each
with

type contact  with
other as well as

"In the = near future we -

hope to have a secure
radio~teletype net simil-
iar to the secure land

' line communication we now

have with the 18th Briga-
de,“ satd the comnum.cat—-
ions officer,
S

(Continued from page 2)
In durlng these two mont—
hs. :

‘Dontt  you add %o sthis
list of enemy . successes ,

. Think ' about’your enemies

and Keep - you’ and  your

equimment in'good’ runm.ng.
order, Your country needs

you, ; .
-:z—w-aaz- Y

523RD. ENGR. CO

SP/5 Joseph J. Chiarefti
SP¥5 Dennis A, Meyer,
LBl G, Hollowazy

SP/Z; Afihz'ey M, Keya

PR’OMOT!ONS AND
AWARDS

SP/5 David L. Nord .
19TH ENGR BN | _
SP/L Larby L,*Crawford
S/l William F, Sukkert

ERONZE STAR

Maj, William R, Potter
HHC 45th ZEngr, Gp.

Cpt, Mark D, Malkasian
ghth. Engr Bn

Cpt. Thomas F, Reardon

sp/L chhard R El Marrgo 19th Engr Bn

coc .
IIT 1t John G Dylenan

38G - Bdward IJ 1" B‘urch
355G Elwin' C;- ard
355G  Robert W, Snover
SP/5 Samuel L. Bosten
5P/S Gary F, Tbgrigsgs
SP/L Jon H. Dates
SP/L Kemneth W, Dotiglas
SP/L Theodore s, Grace
SP/h Alfred C, Houston
SP/ Larry J,-lapsen
SP/L George Marez”

SP/k Thomas M, McCaughey

co D

T Bugene F Torres

SP/5 Craig K. ‘Camp

SP/5 Taulbee W. Douglas

SP/5 William %; Quacken-
bush

35TH_ANGR BN
SGT David L, Robinson
PFC W:.lham F. Sm:Lth

G\TH FNGR EN .
643RD GO

SP/k Perty Lyo¥ioyd .
5P/l Duane' B, Leonard
SP/h Edward B, May
8P/l Fredmik W, Pepper
SP/4 Roy P, Staber
B o

Capt Vidas Pe KIeJ.m

COA

SSG Edward de Gomer
'SP/l John G . -MeRmnond
SP/L Franklin L,Ellis

SP/L Isasias Re
SP/h, David A:& Giﬂ‘ens
SP/1 Berry D. Lezark
SP/L Robert L, Milam

SP/L Terry AT™ bble
SP/l Gerald R, Pederson
SP/l, dJohmny. L. Seott

SP/4 Larry S, ‘§eite

SP/l William T§ Shemwell

Ot Jr.

Capt, Joim I, Winmill
HHC 45th Engr. Gp.

1LT James R, Cantrell
73d Engr Go, :
1LT Bernard E, D:Lglorglo
5234 Engr Co .

11T Albert B, McCollam
19th Engr Bn -

1LT Michael Petty

554th Engr Co
"1LT Roderick H, Simmons
45th-Engr Gp

WO3 Cherlié B, Hunt

B4th Engr Bn

WOl Beecher Morrow

19th Engr In

SFC Gordon H, Butman Jr.
84th Etngr Bn

SFC Thomas U, Demn
45891-,11 Engr -

589th 3 Engr Tn’
835G Ernest. James
. 84th Bngr Dn :

AIR MEDAL,
Maj, John W, Furrer
HHC L5th Engr Gp. :
Capt., R:Lchard C. Axtell
WOl Ludwig J. Albrecht
HHC L5th Engr Gp. i
S8G Jack A. Tinch

HHC 45th L‘ngr Gp.

SB/% Guy B, Kilgo

HHG 45th ‘Engr Gp.

5P/5 William R. Suggs.
HHC 45th Fngr Gp.

PFC Samuel R, Nieves
HIC L5th Engr Gp.

Capt McGoy J@:lley
35th Engr Im. .

LT Rayiond -C: Rauscher
gith Engr En
1LT Richard A, Redd .
19th Engr Bn
2LT Paul” g. Pantelis

35 Bpgr-Bn. - .

Pﬁ?é' ' Brevett
Sl;thEngan : :
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{Continved from page 7)
-worked:. from north to so-
uth on the road using ni-
pe dump trucks, three 3/!.;
sfrucks, oneigrajger  one
“ . £ront loader ard cne ‘Gote

ar, ¢

Then on the 21;.1:}1 a S

uad of Viet ' Cong stag,ed

an &mbush which triggered

off “a f¥eree fire fight; _

‘Net result two‘xﬂn};ln

lay wounded only to dle‘ :

in the hospital twe days
later, This was the roug—
hest part of the ‘price

paid for opening Roberts— o

on Road,
With the road &

ok Henegér

to a ne-
b and rot-

Wa) serde

Fz.nally, at ! 5, p M. Cap—l

'il_:i.n Wetmers ordersd the

first convoy through, And
not even that was easy;as
the first three vehicles
took rounds and the four+
th, a five ton truck

_caught fire and ran into

& roadside ditch with its
front end smashed up,

No cother traffic eould
make it through wtil the

8o TFC, George, new Safe—
1y on the other s:Lde, TEgw-

mevnied: his “dozer-,

ag

vo*n cle out. Shot upy but
‘safely past the sniper's
gap, the convoy proceeded
ahead,

It had been a helljsh
Lk days for the 2d Plate .
oon, Dravo Company, Lub
a sLrong _c,lg.ggee of pro-
fessiomaltian - In the face
of dangér opened the in~
fosfigms Hoberbaon Road,

. {Continued from page 7)-

CROSS S.NC \/E

Imiert cari and Vletmmese

military  -cengineeds are
racing the Monsoon cleck
in the = construetion of a
580-foot  Bailey . bndge,
thg Jlongest in Vlet.nam,

~Hérdss the Song Ve River
 five-ton truck was mowved.--

eight miles souwkhof: Qua-
ng Ngai,

Charlie Gompany, 39th
Engineer Battalion, A5th
Enginesr Group; commanded
by, Captain Pgher Kelly,
and a company of the 1034
'Eng:.neer Battalion, Amy
of 7 Republic of Viet-
nam(4RVN), commanded by
Captain Dong, have poured
60 cubic yargds of conepée~
te for, the fipst piéd.
September 1st is the dead
line for the erec‘blon of‘
the east and west abw
nts as well as
additional )
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35TH
FOR

R’EC.NS &1
FUTUF%E

CUSE/ /INEW  PRAISE.

Traveling a section of
road that has not been
touched by American troogs
since 1961 doesa not seem
like a jol: for a headqua—
rters company. But that
is exactly what Headquar~

Juan to Qe'bz,rr_hne road

- conftitions i

This road is west. of
Qui Nhon and mms in a
south westerly direction
past the Van Canh Special
Fordéss Cainpe It runs the-
cugh an area heavily inf-
ested with V¢ and_ “NVA
units,

The terrain-is relativ—
ely flat with hills and
nountaing  rising up por—
allel to the road, For a
Lhird of the distance the
road is nothing more than
a mere foot path.

4s the engingers. moved
out  of Van Canh Spesial
Ferces camp on the 23'@1
they were jJoined by
company of Civilian Irre—.
galar Defence Group ("IDG)

forces Tor additional BE-

curity. The going Twas

slow and because of 50 e

blown or damaged bridges

and a thick overgrowth of -

foliage the men ¢ould
nake only -five miles a

ters Comp?.ny; 3513}1 Engdrs
at il

and ™ “gudchly, o

T
day. '

Throughout the morning "The readiness and |
of the second day the re- enthusimn displayed by
con €lement continued  your personnel -was overs
their neasuring and note | shadowed only by e pro—
taking in an effort to  fessionmal way you did the
- determine |, the overall
condition of;f Route 68.
 Then a

gt’gém. a VE
with rockels
des and mash 'me gun fire
Two hours later the same
snotter’ plamg. brdke up
another ambishk. :
That nlg‘ht j‘"&c,r the
engineers Had: sei: up camp
the GIDG - £ rce‘s mnned
defenslivs: pos :Lems behi-

nd promlrgent”"r-@e
tures enqﬁrc

i

“Hor 19 birt’ once ths
arg Ty started . ini:
_ g an ‘I‘h&mh, a.long.‘ the ten
srters m_'l.e stretch of Threc &
the’cr fornd rmuch of il
the Washed: oub.
of RO The road proved. no. ibg—
“Eorea)  tacls to the Earthmoving
bgiment  Platoen of Delta,  58%tb:,
+ By Engineer Battalion  as
; they - put tha_ir graders
and dogers to work,
the LTC. Tm'hlt.beck especzal_‘[_y
the re-  cited FFCLB#ian Rutledge .
¢ “patrel
steady  in making 3A5 pasaabl\, for’
his unit,

for the superb job ke did

.
]
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COMMANDERS

BY:LTC JACK G. BHECKER
In the t8mporary,abdéh~i
ce of Colonel Sawyer, I
have the oppértunity "to
address you as Acting Co-
mm%ndern.
occasion to tell you a
1ittle bit aboub your wn-—
it commanderts . interests
and responsibilitiés; and
how you ean contribute to
these efforts,
o one in your upit is
more interested in a well
m, efficient and just
organi¢ation than is your
unit commander, at any
Level.from squad siZe up.
This is evidenced by the
Commanderts open  door
pokicy at company and
battalion level, and the
Acting Inspector General
progran at batbalion le-—
#el,  These programs are
established to . provide
you, the 1nc11v1dual with
4dlrect Nale) ;

qﬂﬁl:!,.f:l.ed to salve s
prohlemA?ou.may ha‘veo I
he cannot solve it, he
can eertaindy’ erect you
to somecone who can,

Mrid yeb, we recsive
many letters which were
written by servicemén to
Qongressmen or other high
officials, wlthout first
fully investigating the
matter at the company or.
battalion level, While
it i3 certainly the right
of any individual to cor-
respond uwlth proper auths=
orities,»a man with a
personal or official pro-
blem will receive Just
and plompt consideration,
with much less delay, by
presenting his problem
direetly to his - Command—
ing Officer. In this
~manner both the individu~
al and the wunit receive
the benefit of honest ap-
praisal and honest effort
which will ' even further
improve our currently
sutbbanding organmization.

7 encourage you to rely
on the military chain of

command in all possible,
_casgs where you may need
‘asﬁistance,

,».

T will use this .

" An Khe Passy
spotted a Vlgtnanese civ-’

:‘895 E’”’ C'*PEC
BAGS VIPER

Plaving the part of a

Mgreat white hunter" is
all in a day's work for
_ Specialist Fqur Johnny
Wallace, a ‘ruck driver
with the 5i$t FEngineer

Platoon, 58%9th Engineer
Battalion. .-
While driving on High~

way GQI~19 recently, with
a load of hot mix asphalt
to repair pe holes in the
P/l; Wallace

ilian. running and throw-
ing rocks at something
behind him, Wallace stop
ped to see what the prob-
lem was and discovered
that the Vietnamese was
being chased by a seven—
foot six-ineh poiscnous
Viper. .

3P/4 Wallace came. to
the rescue in white hunt-
er fashien by shocting
the wiper 15 times with
his M16, Leaving behind a
thankful”, ¢Evilisn and .a
not-so~thankful snake, SP
L Wallace
on with his day'!s works.

casually weni

TWO SPANS
COMPLETED

The "Bravy Bridge Bui-
lders" are at work again.

Tdieutenant He Green—
walt and thei 3d Platoon]
of Bravo Company, 19t

Engineer Batlhalion have
comnlemd Jtwo more tggbe
er . tred ‘Beddgey oo
prove th&f? ’bhey have ear-
ned the tlt.a.e.

" The first® 12 dayseof
October, .Lt, Oreenwalt
and Platoon Sergeant Ner-
man Reynelds had their

timber tredtle spen eight
miles south of Duc Pho.
Using a 20«ton crane from
the 137th Light Bquipment
Company the pilgs were
driven inte place and the
supporting stringers were
positioned,, In .less than
two weeks the bridge was
completed, .

Arter the progect. the
Ard Platoon-tock a weck!s

men working on an 80-foot -

the 3& Platoon
to prove thag ‘bhoy ar—:-'e ‘

treak from  sleeping in
the - field- te gtay in the
c;o?r}pany_ area and haul

5fi1l @nd - Bailgy Bridge
&quipment, for other plat—

O0IS,.

For the f:e_rst time Wea—‘
ther must have been on’
the engineers side, VJhile-

the 3d Platoon wis bivou-
ached at the bridge site
there was nothing but dry
weather.
completaed the bridge the
skies opened up drenehing
the area for 4 week., They
stopped, however, just in
time for the platoon to
begin
LO~foot timber - trestle
structurs, This was comp—

“leted Qctober 31.

© Both Lt. Greenwalt and

Sergeant Reynolds agreed

that their main problems
have been
lack of manpower. The
steady pace that the eng-
ineers maintain keeps eg—

uipment running constmt-

Lye
Despite these problems

continuss

thé ™ EEEL ™ R

Buidders,! With over ?_a Q -
fest of prideging to thel

eredit since early July.

Just as - they

construction on.a |

equipment and

A

-
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Pushlng north from ]Br\ng_

Son  through L0 miles of

Vist Cong infested real

estate Lo open up another
section of Highway QL1
1s +the arduous mission
that +the 19th Engineer

.. Batbtalion has drawm,
-~The 45th Engineer Group
.18 making history aleng

the  tortuous
route, " Having already
raclaimed 65 miles of
roadway from Qui Nhon to
Bong Son from the control
of the VC, the enginecers
are in the process of
taking even more,
Originally Ql-1 was - a
French road parfially
paved and dotted with
Ejffel span bridges all

coastal

/Ehe woy to Chu bai. Bub

“19th  Combat

ki

« ink of

uharlle started placing
charges on  the bridges

and hacking away at the -

roadway until traffic was

“foreed: to creep al@ng if

it n:lg)ved at gl .
* thanks to the
:un’c.a,'rlng‘., efforts.gf. the
Engineer
Eattalion, commanded by
lieutenant Colonel Andrew
C. Renison, another vital
ink the 510 mile
nerth-south supply artery
from Phan Rang to the DMZ
has been opened up. This
is the link from Bong
Son to Duc Pho popularly
nicknamed %Seahorse murnw
pike,X
With their base camp at
"Camp Shook! just  goktth

of. the village of Tam -

fuan, the 19th Enginesrs
have spent four months
widening, scraping, haul-
ing, grading and bridg-
ivg to biing Q-1 to an
aill weather roncd, The
job has -required a full
battaldon effort worlding
long hours and tangling
with the VC every inch of
the way.

“-Prave was the first to
réach the new battalion
area on July 20, Start-
ing work almost Anmediat~
e¥y the "Brave Bridge

Buildera™ have constructe:

od gvér 700-feet of bride

4

~drainage culverts and

worked on the upgrade of
25 Kilometers of road,
Both Brave: amd Alpha
Companies  are laying
claim to the fact that
they are the bridge buil~
dimg backbone of the bat-
talion, Bravo leads with

invelving uortar attacks s

ambushes, shipers,  land
mnes and bkeoby LrapSs.

"3 ierally every inch ol

tis road to Duc Pho has
had to be fought for
during which the 19th has
suffered 14 persannel

“"totel number of bridges’

2% 12, Although . Alpha
has only 11 %bridges to
her credit .ghe leads in
overall bridging length
with 655 faet.

Alpha and Bravo Gompan—-
ies work on QL-1 from
Bong Son to a location
five miles south of . Ba

Huyim. From there into
Due Pho Charlié and Delta

ga /ﬁmmlaced 400 et -of

Companies of. the 19th
take over and to date
have  constructed five
bridges between them ran-
ging. in length from a
60 foot Timber trestle to

a 128 foob ﬂhTﬁ olopt
= tM1dge.. o :

To make the road capab—

le of handling the @rorm—

ous volume of t#affic the
engineers have hauled
82,000 cubic yarda of
£111 while clearing 47
acres of land and surfac-
ing 281,600  square yards
of roesdway wiTh asphalt
spray and crushed rock.
The battalion, with the
nelp of the 137th lLight

killed in action and 40

ofhers woinded in actlione

While convoys may ride
up and down the stratch
during the day, {QL-1 1is
¢till not declarsd open
wntil the engineers have
completed their daily

minesweep each morhilngs

To date 62 .land mines
have bsen placed by the

YT i this streteh of the

roala ;
How do you guardafz/

bridges adding up to over
2,359 feet in length ?
Aside from the engineer
work parties'which fregu-
ently - spend the night at
the bridge sites, secur-
ity is provided by gun
jeeps mounted with 106mm
recoiiless trifles; AFCe

r)f the 151: {}av *and;e

CIDG_troops.

iRk the initial open—

- ing of GL-1 from Bong Scn

to Duc Pho the 19th Batt-
alion sngineers are now.
turning their attention
to widening the road to
MACV standards of 24 foot
roadway and eight  foot
shoulders.,.

The "Seanorse Turpuvike!

Equipment Company and the
73rd Construction. Support
Lompatly, * has. “ppenod
quarries - offd” b £ill

sites which qré* producing
surface material for the
massive upgrade program.
A rock,erugher site and
an asphalt plant are pre-
sently Dbeing set up in
Charlie Company's SYBha
While there is no ques—
tion that the engineers
have had fo contend with
the driving monscon rains
certainly their biggest
headachie has stemmed from
the VG, '
Opening "Seahorse Turn-
pike! has cost the ergin-
eers a hesvy price, Sin-
¢ the 20th of July they

havo cneountbered 107

enery initiatdd ingidents

is & testimony teo the
ingenuity and energy oF
the 19th Engincer Batts -
ion, The dozers ard
graders widen the rond
the Clark 290M  tractor-
scrapers haul the fill,
the drainage culveris
accomodate the  heavy
monsoon rains, and the
bridges carry the treffic
The "Seahorse Turnpike"
terrain is not as rugged
as  when the Corps of
Egineers was carving out
the Ledo Road during
Viorld - War II.
vital supply route and

the 54 men who were elth-’-,_
ar wounded or killed i5” )

the building of it 8e77% ¥
as a memorial to the HAT

driving afforts g:‘ he._

45th Group Bagimesi¥e

But this:
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“val of three BO~foot long -

wortant reasonh to be fha-

“TIMBER? CRY

FROM S89TH

If you were around Corp

Radeliffe in An Xhe rec

ently and heard the cry
WTIMBERT donlt worry, you
were not going - cragzy.
That was just the cry of
the nen of Delta Conmpany,
589th Engineer Battalion
ag they entered the lunb-
ering business.

A recent relocation of
the air lanes at the ist
Cavalry Division's Canp
Radeliffets chopper pad
center required the reuo-

antenna poles, The polés

. Were erected by the 371st

Radlo Research  Conpany
and were used to support
& lared fixed anbenna,
Because of +the close
proximity of buildings,
other santemnas.and corm-
unications. lines --L'.{ll the

Woverber is the nonth
of Thanksgiving and Dee-
enber is the month of Re-
rerbrance, What can we,
who are here in Vietneago,
be thankful for? You say
youtre away from your
home, fanily, girlfriend,
wife and all those great
Fall festivities, so why
be thankfui?

I cun thlnk .of one dn-.

nkful that seens to be
tailer nade for the GI
in Vietnan, Itts found
in 2 statenent by the au-
thor of neost of the New
Tagstiment, the Apostle
Paul, "It is uore bles—
sed to {1ve than’ to reg-;
‘.’:LV‘-‘ n .

Why is it more blessed
to give than to receive?
On the surface this stat-
ement seems wrong. The
thrill of receiving . a
pift dis pretty hard to

. beat — espeecially = when.

itt's ' scméthing  ou've
wanbed and dreamed of for
a long tine, o

Hotwibhstanding, Paul.

&till says it is nore

=

| ‘._-.;F’JQAI N 'S

poles could not  be cut

aown fron the grouna. And - .
since. they» could not Le -,
pulled out” due to théiyr .
engineers

length, the
were gallied dn,

Led by Lieutenant C.W.
E‘owm;n and Specialist 5
Milton Cunninghanm, the

‘engineers applied Iumber-

Jacking skills

task, '
Specialist 5 Theodére

Dzierzancwski got first

to the

crack as he scaled the.
length with,
a 100—i‘ﬁct I.me which he -
secured Lo e top., He -

full 80=Toct.

s1id ‘down 20 feet to cuk
a Y=shaped Heteh in the
ndle in ffe Jesirdd dirdk
ctien of the f£fall, 4
puliing crew then yanked
the weakened seetion te
a safe landing,

This procedure was ol
lowed with ~ sach section
of the poles to allow the
WSkytrooperst of the 1st
Cawr unrcstrlctea ACOEES .,

COLUMN

blessed to clve thin to °

receive, Why? Perhaps,
the clue lies in a couple
of missing words we can
add to Paults statenent.

Add " the words UWIt is
rore blessed to be able
to give than to receive,®
and T think. _what - Paul
nieant beccne clearer,

To be able tm. eve the.
. nezng to g,:ijre, to be'in a

ive B\

position ¥ 5%

tainly nor@?“ Slassed than

to receivel™

How mnany would prefer
the U.8, to -be in the
position of Vietnan and
Vietnam iw. the position
of the U,5.,7 Then we
would be on the receiving
end, To be poor, and in
need is net. o disgrace,
But if the poor could
swap places with the oth—
er c¢lassew of the human
race, I'm sure they would
do S0, 3

80 to be able o give,
such as each BI is g:Lv:Lng
of hitiself in Vietnan, is
truly ‘mere Dblessed than

to receive,  Dontt  you .

aprea? . -

GTH - SP-4

CWINS THTLE

Bverything seemed to go

his way after Specialist—
" Four Iarry Hoffman ‘won

the 19th Engineer Battal-
iontg. "goldier of the
Month"  {SCM) award for
Qctober,

A eonbat engines r, SP/I;
Hoffnan appeared bei‘ore a
board of company Flrst
Sergeants and the Battal-
ion Sergeant Major wh:u:hs
quizzed hin on general’

military subjects, engin-
,g8r bopies and curregt

events, He defentad five
cther candidates to win a
$25.00 savings bond and
a three day in-country
RE&ER to Vung Tau.
Specialist Hoffman 's
next stop wes A5th Engin-
esy Group where he beatb
engineers fron four other
units in the Grioup, His

- award was another $25,00

savings ‘oond and a trip
tc Dong Ba.,

;;I‘bhough
came out on top at 18tk
Engineer Brigade, his blU

. for Engineer Conrynd SCit
" was halted at Long Binh,

However, the 21 -—Vear-
old englneer did ﬂamﬂ.ga
to pick up another bcmd
and & wrist watch as we,'{.]
as being proooted to St:er
cinlist. Five, i

# (Continued fraz Page 1 ) W
.pace. After a few niles
the horcans bhroke up Xa

VG arbush, wounding ore
and capturirmg another, iv
M-16 and a Viet Cong flﬁ
were twken, ‘

hfter interrogation the
RCKs learned  that the
prigoner was a liason be-—
tween the VO and the NVA
and - was considered a
“yaluable conbribution to
the intelligence .report
of 6B" according to Lt.
Green, )

Finishing - up the last
of the journey the patrcl

wags airlifted Ifrom Dong.

Zuan by Chinook chopper.

Except. for a run-in with
red ants, fresh tiger. ’crw:::.

acks and & snake in a b
roll, the engineers ¢
honme w:nt.hout a scraﬁn};a

e

A foEfan,
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45TH GROUP SOILS MEN
CQVERS MUQH“GR’OUNI”

Some  may think that
gathering dirt and nixing
it with water dis child's
play. Bub to the men of
the 45th Group Soils Lab
it is a vital and chall-
enging jcbe. )

Working din such areas
ag Bong Sen, Mo Duc, Dong
Tre ana iul Nhon, Specia~
list Four Michael Vogan

and Specialist  Four
Michael Seright  gather
soil ssmples and test

them for sbrength, grada-
tion, reaction to weather
and consolidation. From
these tests they can deb-
_ermine whether the soil
is suitable for the foun-
dation of a ropfdway, air—
strip or tank fnrm,
Although neither man
had any previous - train-
ing in” this ~field, they
are deoing such an except-~
ienal job that - 18th Enge.
J,peer,gr}_g&gf Hsked theg
’oo e;cperlmen‘t -wnj:%_a Btz i

gobs but very:

that
military and & c;:av;l:u.an_
cne too. Major Jaies

Yannekis, Executive Offis
cuor of thg 19th Engineer
Battalion 4is a man who
can say this.

The story of Major
Yaunekis! dual reles goes
back to 1949 when he left
the University of  New
Hampshire after two years
of study and went to work
for the Wew Hampshire
Highway Department in tie:

materials research divi-
ol\.“ﬂ-
Conecerning himself with

asphalts and soil althou-
gh he was a Business Adne-
inistration najor in col-
lege, he was drafted into
he Army in 1951, Upon

fradustion from Artillery

Officer 'Candidate School
- -at Fort 5i]l, he served
. in Korea for  six monthe.
“Fhen a  break with the

" of sand bags,

,.&pnatmcug%r “

L_AYS Cl_m

aptive dyby-to mturn to

: ,;";e‘;-
they have ‘both a.  the highway &

O‘.Jb.a_n to prevem‘ erogi-
on called UCAR 131. The
coating mey be used on
berms, drainsge ditches
and rosdways,

After determining how
the new solution stands
up and how it zan best be
wtilized in Vietnanm, Spec
Vogan said that they will
report thei® findings fa
18th Engineer.Brigade.

To do their work the
two engineers have to be
in the field constantly,
scmetimes  without  and
security and in one case
dodging an incoping air-
plane at Londing Zone (19
English nesr Bong Son.

Working with an arsenal
shovels ,
charts, and gmnhs the
men whe run -the soils 1ab
for L5th Engineer  Group
are always striving te
meot (roup standards. and
irprovt the qualltv Q_f

serv1ce after 25 Lonths

and - gollegs,.
in 1957. '
But Major TYa
mainsd in the &9
ves. Mith a B
in engineering &
ing as & real e;_
er for the i
highway  systen
Harpshire it onl
logieal that  th
should be in the
Engineers. And sg.;
he made a branch “qransfer
ke the Engineerss: ;
Some of the Bervice
schools he  hag abtendsd
sinee 1958 have bgen the
Chertical, E:L:)loglq:al
Radiclogical
School, the Atorms@ Bene«
l't:,Lons Gehood: the
_ 1eers o;ffice;r Ga:re-
er Cnurse at -E‘ﬁ@l"t: E@lVolr
‘;:Lrgmla in 196, -
T was this wnoze than
At reiviag %ch

and -

prompted Major Yannekis
to volunteer for Vietnam
and take a<wo year leave -
of absence from the High-
way Department. "I rec-
eived a good deal of tra-
ining these past years
and felt it only rlghu o
gerve in Vietnam," said
the 19th's Executive Off=-
icer

Major Tannekis left the
Highway Departhent cn the
fifth of February " ang.
arrived in Viégtnanm on th@
tweith of the same - month.
ts begin his ‘teur, He
spent. the first hnlf of
his tour with the 46tk
Engineer Battalion while -
they were engagred in the
eonstruction of depet and
amrmnition supply points
outside ¢f Saigon. :

T yolunteered to he 2
part of the war ang. in
the capacity I was in 1
felt that I coulid make a
more significant contri-
bution,” -~he commented,
So he put in a reguesi-bo

- beetr?nsi‘é‘rrcu _to s".f'Batt-

ard fruh i

Groui,
tuere to. the 19th Bngine
er Batt'%,llun (Combat).

mlne

The plang for the fub.
ure still'remain - rather
up in the aire nlf I

make the Lieutenant Col-

onel's list I ‘will star
in the Army for the full
twenty years. . Otherwis:.
Itil return §o HNew
shire but still remni
Rgservcs," he s

,. F‘@I"D Belvons
twuctor dn - sone
of combat engipeer-
ing. Put for the nmomeft
ha enjoys it  right where
he is with a combat Batbe-
alion which has certain-
ly seen s "c¢loseup of the
qu.'ﬂ

. When he w"ﬁs wejed wh'-x.
the' re,actlons,@‘f‘ sz,
and fonily . hosge' rbee
the Major repiied. that’
after sixteen jears they
have learned net only
to accept bt also . ho¥
to enjoy the  duak
of the nik
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"LOSES LIFE

“ Viet Gong asbush that
‘took the life of one off-

icer dnd' wownded seven
nmen is the high price
that AXpka Company, 35th
Bngineer Battalion, 45th
Engineer Group. is paying
to maintain a2 13=dle

stroteh of Highway QL-T,
Earlieér this rnonth as
Lieutenant Robert " Knadle
and seven of his men were
roturning from the rail-
road rock unleading point
ot Landing Zone(LZ) _Ham~

rignd they were ‘anbushed

by an esbimated 10 o 15
ran Viet Cong Force. Al-

rockets, Chinese Compmm-
5t AKLT autopatic . weap-
ons and  hand grenades,
Lieutenart Enadle -quickly
established and naintain-
ed Peeio coamupicaiions

Tr‘ IlSEOI‘tdtZLOI’I Battaiion
and many fron Alpha Com-
pany arrived. Even two
enginesrs who were sched-
uled to return te © the
United States the next
wmorning went.

Threughout the fighting
hoth the jeep and the
truck were shot up but
not one friendly Weapon
wng captured by the VO.

This is just one of the
inst—“,nces of enemy harra-

gient’ from sniper rounds

la ni mines and arbushes
that Alpha Gohpany has
nad - Lo counter while

mnintaindng, their portion
e Q=1 from w polht five
rdles solth of_ LZ Grystal
to the Phu Ly Bridie.

Inifially openinhg  the
road frou the 35th Batt —
alicn hendouvarters
Haomond to Bang  Son, A

Company engineers constr-

Laucted six brigyres ond re-

paired one railroad bride-
Ee . )

An mgsentidl ot time

conswiing nine sweep each
mnorning is a first order
of business. But even
with this, Alpha Compony

has surface tHre: .Lteh. 1.2

with two BAO.

at Lz

GOLT L5 NEWS™
ftiiles with 147 =nd plac-
thrid thou minus: rock

s
over 9.5 uiles. Five mile
have been .paved withe t}m

hcl; of the, #31“&1 Engines

Corpany (Constructlon Su
provt)e
" Being one of _th'e'fﬂ'_rst
corpanies in the ares,
Alpha started work on QL-
1 in Decerizer of 1946 and
used the  aill of an Army
of the Republic of Viet-
nan {ARVH) roller and gr-
adern .

I all
the nwonsoconsg
their torrenjgal  raine,.
Alpha - Conpatty  should be
finished with their port—
ion of QL=1.by. the end
of Neverber. Add nen Idike
Lieutenant Robert Knadle
who gave their lives to
open the rcad, will never
be forgotten,

'NEEDLES 1N
HAYSTACKS

goes’ well and

o neér;z.es
in ha ys’b@mﬁs recwtly Ag
they sought' o relieve

critical drainage situnt~

imns on Rente 19 west of

An Khe and Fleiim. !
Charged  with f:.nd:mg

culverts inadvertently

covered by land eiearings
tesms during recent clear
ing cperations, the men

of tne 25 Construction
Platoon,. lediby
rraant ""E]E#

Serpeant Jo e Barong
first ret&molterﬂc‘ -the
AT f ¥
tion oﬁ;lv ﬂ'p*proxmate
lécation of wthe hidden
culverts ‘as .provided by
the:Battalion 3-3, -areag
of standing Waters were
inspected and. enginesring
estimates were tiake on &
basis of . where culverts
shondd bes

With. smwity ac':-lover‘
in view of 1<:1an - eneny

trocps in the area, the:
enginesrs Jdeftly felt th-

eir way with crane and
bucket to wmeover culvert .
clear access andd: © egress

and- alliow proper drainage

Such tinely aetim will
prevent future rains fron
tatte s ot Lhe resd.

.hold back'

s bq,x'

. er and

ﬁoup MA -
DECORATED .
~FOR ™ VALOR

Major Licnel Jacksen,
L5th Group Aviatien Offi=
cier, was presented the
nationts  third- highest
awnrd for valor, the Sil-
ver Star by . Brigadier
General ¥. Roper, Coman—
ding General of 18Lh Eng—
ineer Brigade.
~The 17-year —veteran
whe alresdy  helds™  the
Distinguished Flying Cro-
ss and the 8ir medal with
17 Osk Leaf Clusiters, was
cited for his action agaw-
inst the Viet Cong on-the
night. of May 1 and 2 ear-
lier this year.

As fire team leader of
a-1fire fly flight! of
three heliccpters; Major

Jackson: received an emer—
gency request for chopper
assistnnce when An Amerdis .
cams Under,
£anbodian

can base CAnp
fire-near the

85 0

ight Two ™

ﬂw w0 L thelft‘ lights” out o
CwWhile *tne

third - howor
high abou’e'mt.h itg spot-z«
light tumed on. The lig-
bt is used primsrily for
spobting stupats 2t night
in the Deltd rpg%na

Flyln;' through Hirginal
conditions  the Heuston,
Texns vesident Jled his
tean into the nmidst of VO
automatic wenponsg fire to
load six wounded into his
already overloaded chopp-
pall  back  to
a nearby clearing aref.

Major Jackson then ret-
urned while the base cain
was under nortar and fro-
tal attack o dircct his
teart in 2 hesd on dive At
the Viet Cong, Fifty col
ibre machine puns  siler-
ced two of the enemy mor-
tar positions ~and puShu‘
the eneny back. :

Hajor da ckson  receivaod
the Silver Star in cerem—
oni’e's earlier this month,

+ L5th Engineer Crouv
hccﬂdqu‘a rLers.

Present at the cereﬂon-’
-ies,besides Geners

was Colonel Ke'meth SﬂWY"

er, L5th Em:‘mm&‘ Group
F‘cxrmdnder, ) . .
AL *

<< H

l ;f?oper. V

4
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