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D PoltIMERT OF ™HE ARMY ( (
BEL.DQUANTLLS 16UH MNGINRER B.TT.LICN {COMBAT) (.RMY)
210 SAN FlOGIC1SCO 96492 W
EGCA-CO 31 Octcbor 1968

SUBJECTt Oporational Report Lussous Uoroed (RCS CSFOH—&S), for Quartorly
Period Ending 31 Octobor 1368

THRU:  Comanding Officer, 35th Encincer Group (Cunst), APO 96377
Comianding Offic.r, 18th Eugincer Brip do, ATIN: AVBC=C, AP0 96277
Corvinnding Gencrud, ULRV, ATTH: AVHIC-~DST, AP0 96375
Courindur in Chiof, Unitod Stutcs arny, Pucific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96553

TO: assist:nt Chi:f of Staff for Furco Duvelopment Department of the Army
(4CSFOR=Da}, Uashington, D.C. 20310 :

SZCTION I, OPER.TIONS: SIGHIFIC.NT aCIIVITIE

e Battalion Narr:tiv.,

During this roporting poricd {Auzust 1963 thi-ugh Outsbir 1968), tho 13th
Engineer Battalion (Cembat)(irmy) has continued its peirway mission of upgrading
Q-1 to MalV stindards from Bong Son to Mo Due; :nd i*s apoerttional support mise-
sion of road mtintenanee on QL-1 from Phu Cat 1o Bung Ser, The battalion cone
tinued its non-divisioral engincer suppert within its aOR to tho KIZRIC.L Division
and to the 173rd Alrborne Bripnde. Also previded was cnerationnl support te the
8/64th Artillery Battalion, tho U.S. Navy dotachnent ot So Huynh and otler units
in its AOR. The battalion also asswd the high pricrity nissien of upgr-ding
LZ English 4irficld te an asphnltic concrete surface capable of handling C-130
Aireraft,

The 19th Encin.er Brttalion (Combat)(Amy), organized under TOE 5-35E, cone
slsts of HHC =2nd four () lin. conpanies.  Attached are the 137th Enginoer Come
pany (LE), the 73rd E.iincer tzipany (Cs), and the 70th Engincer Ccmpany (DT).
Tha 25th Engincer Batinlion {Soacat) Laad Cl:aring Tean wos attached until 9
October 1968 for cperatisnal centrol, Attached zs Inclesure 1 48 & list roflacte
ing the orginizaticnal s<iructur. of the battolion,

The Battzlion H.uadguarters, 4 Cempany, and the 137th Engineor Coapany (LE) are
operating from L2 Nort: Zngliszh (BS 833056); C Company, the 73rd Engincer Conpany
(Cs), and the 7Cth Enrin..r wompany (DT) ars operating from LZ Lowboy (BS 913147);
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D Cipany is Opcfuting fron LZ Thundor (BS 263318); and B Com is onerating
from L2 Hax (BS 763472)., The 35th Engincor Battalion (Combat) Land Clearing Team
operated frem LZ Uplift (BR $23750).

Chanzes in tha comaznd and staff claments of the 19th Engincer Battalion
(Combat) {Aruy) during this rupsiiing period included ths Battalien Comnander,
Battalion Exccutive Officer, Battalion Adjutant, Battalion S-3, Assistunt S3,
Battalien S-2, Battalion Surgeon, Compzny Cominder of Hoadecusrters Compzny,
Co.randing Offizer of B Coupany, Battalion Maintcnznce Officer, and Battalion
Sergoant rajor. LYC Donald A, Wisdom roccived conaand of the battalion frem LTC
Jaaes L. Sutton on 3 Septunber 1968, iAJ Don E, Heeker arrived in tho unit on §
August 1968 and assumed tha dutles of the Exccutive Officer. 1LT Sanford
Greenfarb arrived in the unit on 25 September 1968 and replaced 1LT William C.
Lolley as Adjutant, When 1LT James H, Schaeffer departed on 9 September 96f,
1LT Randy D. Devis vacated his position as Heavy Equipment Flatoon Leader and
assuméd the duties of the S-2 Officer. MAJ Fred L. Farnmsworth arrived in country
on 31 July 1968 and becaze Battalion S-3 Officer on 2 August 1968 upon MAJ Joseph
Bogden's denarture, CPT Leonard Good tcok command of Headquarters and Headquer-
ters Company or 6 August 1968 from 1LT Bdward L. Nagel. On 21 August 1968 CP:
Karl S. Snyder arrived at the unit and wes assigned as Assistant S-3., The posi-
tion of Battalion raintencnce Officer wes filled on 25 Scptember 1968 by CPT
George M. Whitfield. On 20 August 1968, CPT William E. Swan became Battalion
Surgeon, a position which had been vacant since the dzparture of CPT Edward J.
Zobian on 18 August 1968. CPT Daniel K. Hornbarger w:s assigned as B Company
Comaander upor his transfer from the 864th Znginzcr Bottulion (Const) on 17 August
1968. He replaced CPT Robert G. Tanes who deported for CGHUS on 18 August 1968.
Sergeant Major Richard T, Frisby rotated on 20 Aupust 19638. The position of the
Battalion Sergzant Major was vacant until the 2irival of Sergzont Msjor David C.
Lay on 29 Septamber 1968,

As in the lzst reporting period the battalion continues to experi:znce short-
agss of assigned porsonnel. A4s of the end of the reperting period total assigned
strengih was 1122 of 1256 authorizad. During the reporting period 174 new per-
sonnel wire assigned to the battclion <nd 173 rotated, leaving shortages relative-
ly constant throughout the period, There were 53 extcensions from peracrnel with-
in the battaiion during this reportirg pariod., Morale continues to be high in
the battalion 2s indicatod by the high extension rats, the attitude, appearance,
?nd aiconplishmcnts of the men assignad to the 19th Zngincer Battalion (Combat)

Army).

In carrying Zut i{te nission the 19th Engineer Battalion has reccived many
constructisn type projects not rommally given to e combat cngincer battzlicn,
The conbat enginzer batizlion is organized %o accomplish combat type engineer
nissicns, -The batialion is not suffieciently staffed for the planning and control
of ceonstruction missions,

Other pertinsnt personnel actiens oceuring within this reporting period are
seven (7) recnilsizents recerded by the baktalion, 15 Special Courts Martial
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conducted, and 38 Ficld Guode Article 15's cdministored.

During this reporting puriod, the reconauissance seetion of the 5-2 completed
a bridge and culvert ruclassification between Pnu Cat Airbase (BR 8390470) and
Bong Son (BR 872958), This included comploetion of DA Form 1249-R (Bridge Racon
Report} on 63 bridges and culserts wnd three (3) pizturas of each bridge/cilvert
depiciing the substructure, th: supcrstructure and e bypass. Scrious flooding
and subsequent damage of a mojor portion of Q-1 clieited 2 special recon of
Q-1 in the Pattalion AOR by the S-2. The road was rcconned, with demaged and °
floedad arsas being noted, and a cecmprehensive overlay was compiled for the 8-3
for use in planning construction operations to rupiir the damnge, An zirficld
reconnaissance was performed at LZ Pony (BR 7:99833) to determinc rioquircments for
rehabilitation of an airfisld eapeble of lancing CV-7A's, Total miizage of »o-
connaissance for this period was 141.6 awdilcs, ' '

The intelligence collection ind dissemination efforts of the 5-2:Section were
augnented by receipt of daily intelligerce swwiaries from the 173rd Airborne
Brigade and from the 1ita Light Infartry Brigade. Intolligence agent renorts
which might affect cleaents of the batt:lion were gothered from MACV Advisors
in Mo Duc, Duc Pho, and Hoci Nhon aleng with agont reports from elements of the
172nd and 52nd Military Intelligones Detzchments and the 40th ARVN Regiment. .
This gave the battalion o comprehunsive study of enemy activity throughout its
erea of opcrations, '

Wb

-

There were o total of 355 enchmy incidents record-d during this rcporting period,
Elements of the battelion were fired on by the cnomy with smell arms, automatic
weapons, grenades, and M-79's in 117 of thosce ircidents. Equipaont, vehicles,
and persomnel detonated a total of 35 mincs and booby traps ranging from gronedes
to nines with an aporoximate charge of 35 pounds. The ccupany mine sweop teams
detected 61 minos and booby traps clong with several detenating devices on Ql-d
within the batt:lion ACR, The encmy destroyod 18 culverts by placing explosives
inside or directly above thz eculverts. Casunliics resulting to the battalion
from these incidents werc 6 US KFA and 69 US WHA. The enemy removed 70 pieces
of 4"x6" dceking and § 6%x16" storingers from ond bridge construction site (BS
771461) and they constructed 71 obstacles on QL-1 for tho purpose of harassment,
These obstaclas censisted of harnd dug trenchas and barricades of bamboo, wirce, !
pleces of metal and carth. ' ’ '

Ths Battalicn's VIP program continued threughout the period with incrazsing
succuss.  Funds were obtaincd from the 52nd Military Intelligenes Detachment at
LZ Bronco ind thc 18th Enzincer Brigade. The following items were turmed in by
th2 loenl Vietnnmeso: )

60mn Mertar rounds (Cods) 7 cach M-79 40 rounds

9 oach
105 artillery rounds (duds) 2 each M-72 LaV 1 cach
155mm Artillery r-unde f‘Quds) 3 each M-1841 Claynore idne 1 each
M-60 rounds 100 each Home-made grenades 2 sach
20# Satchel chorg: 3 each

Total expenditures fer itle .b.ve mentioned itens wos 4600 $VN.
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Propaganda wis found by the battalion including offipgics of soldicrs with
knives in them and wriltes instructions tu Victnamose civilians not to give in-
formation to Amorieans or thoy woul? bo killed, In a numuber of instances the
19th Enginser Buttalion was snuelficalily aonticuod,

Fifty-soven suspicious VN Nallonils woue apprahended and turned cver ta local
safantry units for int.rogatien, The battilion raoconded seven (7) eneny killed
in action and one (1) cnemy woundod,

"

ing the roporting peried, clunents of the battzlion spunt 81 doys on LCU
upgrading, operational support, and construction projeets., Eieven days wie
spent on triiniug :ind mmintonzncs stonddouwn.

The bettalion hos continued its upgrading of QL-1 to MACV readway ctondar -
by the eciiplition of a 300" tiuber pilc bridge, two 60! tiaber pile bricgos, <
1€2" zts .l strincor bridie (F0% comul.ted) and 25 eulverts (thesc cithor ruplased
d.strayed bridges or oxisting bridges), and wiconing of the oxisting roadway.
3326 cubic yards ofsznd were howled to widen and stabilize the right cf woy for
ths roads 61,313 cubie yards of lat:rit. wre haulod for subgrado $ill. 4977
cubic yards of blist roek wore utilizod for stobilizition and rcpuir of flood
durigse 16,641 cubic yirds of 2 1/2" (-) rock wis utilized as base ccursc mctorial
coviring 8673 lincar yards, Thirty-cight .iasenry and ecnerete headwells we=c
eenstructed for eoxisting and nowly censtruct.d cuiverts, 947 feot of 60" culvert,
92 fect of 361 eculvert, 55 fcet of 309 culvort, and 100 foet of 18" culvart weore
inst.lled for drainage. Nomel uairtionine. oficrt 2long QL-1 involvad reoziring
exisiing bricging 2nd drain e, re-cuttirg ditehins, cl-ming cut eulverts, ond
£illing pot holes, Eightcen culv.rts have bou: r rirc.d a3 the resuit of .nomy
action,

In Ociober, a typhosn pascsed closc to thz coost of Vistnam cauciig sovire
Tainstorns fur over o weok, In one soven diy period over thirity irchess of rzin
£11 on the batt:liom ACR, At the bogluning o8 this poriced, effort was dirccted
voward saving ol1 typaszes ind the Bong Son cousewdy. Thnese wors soen indunated
and =ffort wes cirected tuward “woring QL-1 cpen nlong its entire lungth, This
included the inst:llation of »n: 70% boiluy brilige, prepziring cne ford cnd con=-
siructing one 65' tinber pilc tvidae tinaczintely dusstroyed by the onomy). At
the hidisht of the flood, water wis boetwren three oré four foes deup over portiona
of th> ri:d surface. Severel cuiverts wished ut as woll ns s me seeti ns of the
rzed. The fill bohing bridge abutinents and under paveient washed cut in sime
loeatiins, 431 off:rt wes expendoed for 2 weck in reprnir of this daaages. FEopair
Pas ¢ atinu.d until the ond .f the roporting perisd with-ut 2ll danzge baing
repeired. It is satincted that with current aveilable ros urcas and project
prirritiss, it wiil tecke watil 1 Docsmber 1968 to repiir most of this conge.
Conplete repoir moy rot 2+ offocted f£or manths ecs hidden demage to bridge sub-
structures nzy n_t hive coon Louand,

LZ PEnglish £irficld wes assigned to this batizlion ecerly in this ropsriing

period and has 2ssuncd first priority among curcant projects. Currently the
S-uthern half of the cirfi 1d 4s being upgraded to an aspholtic concrete surface.
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The northorn half is schied:luC T be upgraded upon c.apletion cf the southaern
holf., To date 2480 cubic yards of earth have beon oxcivatad fron the runwey,
9850 cubic yerds of l:iterits 7iMl s boeon bouicd for the subbase, and 16,128
cubic yards of 2 1/2% (=) ruc have boen pliced. A1l M8A1 matting has been
rensved from ths ssuthern half >f the runwey, the tosiwey, nd the parking aprole
Eight-hundred foot of runwey 60 .f.ot wide has been puved with o 1/2% 13t of
asphalt.

Major operational sup=<rt was pr.vided on the frilowing projects:

The 1Sth Enginoer Baticiion c-ntiaued t: cporate twd water peints ot LZ Erglich
untii 28 sugust 1963, At this tinc th.y were renoved to the Bong Son Ruvew
while 2 well ~nd 2 wator tower ware being constructed., Upon complation ¢ i
well the wat.r points wers raturned to La English. One water point is et
opercted at QL1-399 in supnort of units in that sceter of the battelicn - S

An averag: ¢f 38,000 galleus of p t-ble watcr is dispensad per 42y

Daily rewair of ths nipficld runway and aprons at LZ Engiish was perfermel
by wclding the MBAT matting.

-y,

Artilliry pods were esnstructed at LZ Fony (BR 798833) and L2 Uplift (BE F257H..-

Maintenance of the causewzy ot Jong Son Faver was c.nducted to keep the caouse-
way open te traffic until it wes flcuéud and washed out in Octobers Repair
A1l not bo attearted until after tho nomsion scason is ovur.

Draincge at LZ Ton (BS 900090) was inprovad by shaping tha ar.a zné cutting
drainage ditches. The acccnplishnont of this nission included breaching 2
nine ficld.

Thrce culverts were enplaced on Highwoy 506 to cuuvle 1/6%5h Arcor to cunduct
eonbat oparations in the arc2.

A helipad is buing reworkad for 173rc¢ Airborne Brigade avi~tion units ot L2
English, Taers wers cver 302,200 cubic yards of cut and £ill and thz surface
was graded and compantzed, Penoprine was applicd cver 72,915 square yards of
surface, The project 1s presontly $5% ¢.apl vie with final icv:liing and

sh: ting of aprroxi nioly 4C% of thc arscz yoo e be cormrleted.

Dircet supocTt wos pr:vi&cd to units within the batiniicnts AOR in the form
of cquiptint, suca os D78 dezers, 168 conerute nixcrs, and 20-Ton reugh terrcin
drzncs. Tho Lané Clenring Tean worked cast of LZ Engiish, in the vicinity of L2
Upilift -~d in 506 Vallay betwesn LZ Uplift and LZ Pory clearing oan asiinated
6,335 -crus.

In addition tc th: above, this tattaiion has oxpended 560,000 BF of luxkter,
9,000 bags of coniont and 1¢,550 pounds of spikes snd neils in suppert of LOC

5
Fove OFF1CIAL USE OMLY




FOR OCFF/CIFL USE QML Y

EGCA-CO 31 October 1968
SUBJECT: Op.rational Report Lossons Lowmicd (RCS CST0It.65), for Quart.rly
Report Ending 31 Octobor 1908

upgrading and opcrational support ndssices this guorter,

During this report poriod,?? picecos of anjor cquinnent have been roezived.
Once cf the most Lmportunt is a2 new 225TPH rock crusher being received by the 73zd
Enginecer Cozpany (CS) just 2s the r.porting period closcd. The battalion has
also been hzoipered somewhat in its op.rnticns by shert.i.ges of construction oquip-
ment with 5-Ton duap trucks being the most critical,

another mnjor preblen arza is thoe long haul distunce from the scurce of s:‘cly.
Meterials arc érawn in Qul Nhon, noved scventy miles to the Battdlion's S-4 Yord
and finally transgerted to the varicsus jobsitas, :

t. Headcuzrters and Headgquarters Company Narrativs,

During the reporting period Heedgquartcrs and Headguarters Company continus:
to support the battalicn in 211 arcas, Operaticns continued to functicn smeotilr
avun with a large turn-over of key p.rsonmel,

Four oajer ovents hed effset upon thoe stoff and other secticns during this
peried. Theo first of these was the chinge of eommand from LTC Sutton to LTC wi<don
on 3 Sept.nber 1968, All oporations continucd smeothly dvring this time, The
next arjor cecurcnce wes the flo. ding enused by rzins from 11 October 1968 to
22 October 1968, During this poriod all cefferts were directed toward maintaining
LOC contzet with supply cnd othor supoert 2luouents for units in this area.
Threughout this roporting period, the Hoadquart.rs, and all other cleaents cof the
comnand were propering for thair annuel Goncirsl Inspecticn.  The inspaction will
be hzld 4 Nov.mber to 8 Nevezber, The last unjsr cvant of this roporting period
1s the i wndic; ciinse of the 13th EZngincer Bettalicn from the 35th Enginces
Greup (Const) to the 937th Zngineor Gxuup (Combnt) on 1 ilsvamber 1968. All pro-
parations have boen proceeding smocthly in this diruction and all is in rexciness
Tor thz antieipiizd change,

The comaunicztions scetion worked diily egainst enemy =nd natural foress 10
»int=in comsunications with hichor elemcnts., The 1:nd line to LZ English roguired
repair almest dzily., Probloas iner:ased tenfold during the flosding in Octeber,
but comaunications were rapidly rostored cven bofors the flood woters subsided.

In Ocicvber, work was start:d to estoblish roliuble comnuniextions with the 937th
Enginzer Group.

Ths tzttalion nedicnl scetion continued its cxecllent support thraughout tho
remertins ooriod, Fors:innel were sceon with ailsents rangingg from comron colds
and cuts ©)> this: with malaria, infectisus hepatitis, and combat injuries, A1l
woro cffieisntly cared for., 1In 28dition, imnunizations were kept up te date for
btattzliien porscnnel ond frceguent hozlth inspections were made of living, ezting,
and wcrking aroas,

The botizlion heavy equiyppent segtion wos comrditted threughout the AOR 2n all
projects. Suppert wos _iven umits of the 173rd iirburne Brigade, the U.S. lavy
6
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detachnent at Sa Huynh, 2ad cthev wiits in tho arca., Equipnient wes comitted to
companies werking on the LOC, on LZ English Airficld, and in naintenance and
rehabilitation of batt.lion a-ces,

The battalion =aintonanes scetion has continuecd - keep all possible eguip-
npent operational. This has entiil.a sending teans to romote projzect locations
for on  thc spot repadrs; helping commpenica in theis shopa whan needed, 1nd work-
ing late hours to repair eritical pleccs of cquiprmont. Equipnment daajed in
enemy cont-ct is quickly ovaluatod ang repnired if feosible, An additional Dra-
ventative maintunance burden was placsd on the secticn when daily checks of all
subnergzed parts for proper lubric:tion or priswnee of woter in lubriesztion rescr—
volrs had to be nade during the Octuber flood,

¢, A Company Narrative,

A Conpzny has beer, prinerily entazed in operational support and LOC znintonance
during this report period. Four artill.ry nads wcre constructed at LZ Pony and
four at LZ Uplift during the month of auzusts The LZ Pony Adrstrip was also ru-
hebilitated during this periods & water point, ineluding wnter towsr, was conr
structed at LZ In;lish, Culverts wor. installed at three locaticns alonpg H:zne
way 506 in support of combot cperntions of the 1/69th Armor. The mission cani~
oility of the 8/64th Artillery, at LZ Tem, wrs scriously impzired cdue to the
Octeber floed, a4 Corpany reconstructed thoip drainage systca as scon as the arca
was dry encugh to be worked, This entailcd.breaching an existing ninefield,

Construction of a 60! timber pile bridge was esupluted curing this perisd,
The Bong Son causeway znd tho appresches to the B'n;; Son River Bridges required
constant minterance, When the eausewny washod out in October, a 70! double-
single bailey bridge was rceavered before it could be washed into the river.
Const-nt mointenance w2s r:quired on Ql-1 to counter tha cflects of the heavy traf-
fic on the unpeved portions of this najor LOC,

Mineswzep operztions requirad at loast two platoon hours Coily with incrcased
harassment froa the sneny being noted in late Au-ust,
- 4

d. B Conpany Narrative,

B Conpany was ong:-ed nainly in road upgrading, drainage constructior and
nineswaep operaticns during this reporting period. B Cexpany has becn enpgaged
in widening and raising {L-1 throughout its AOR. Tris task was made nere cif-
fieult in thz mentih of S.ptumber whin oquipment was conmitted to ths airstrip at

LZ n-lish.

The ccnstruction ang Tepilr of culvertsaand bridges continued, wiih progress
being nade cdespite a high levol of eneny 2¢tivity in the area, Fiftceon of the
eighteen culvarts destroged 4n the batt:lion AOR werc in the B Company AOR,

. Minesweep was 2 major activity for this conpany throughout the reporting
period.s Mincs wora discovered and destroyed alncst daily, Iwenty men werc
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wounded and two killcd in the B Conpony o00 dwring this period. Most of thcse
casualties occurred on Aincsyoop ¢parotions,

The flocd in October helicd B Conpony!s oper-.ticns almost complot.ly for
savzral days; with vehiculzr movenent to supply peints wmd the Battalion Eend-
quarters cut off, helicopt.rs hid to bz us2d to transpert fuod and potabla wa'cr,
The cnd of the reporting period found B Conpany in tho 1idst of reopoiring tho
axtonsive dxiage caused by th: flood waters,

¢, C Conpany Narrzctive,

C Ccapony's rosources wir: cancentrated at L2 Engl*sh turing this |
roporting pericd, Overzll rospensidbility for upgracing of LZ En Aish Adrfild
w2s aszign=zd to this company. Work begen zarly in August to remove the M8
natting fron the scuthern half of the runway and to cxcavate the fill froa th: 5ld
runway. By thz ¢nd of the reperting poried all matting was romoved from the
scuthern half of the runway, the parking apron, and the southern texdiway., Those
areas ware xeavztod and leveled. Eisht-hundred fect of the runway was paved
with the first 1ift and base coursc is being placed and compacted on the reni.lsr
of the southzrr h:lf., A soils inclysis lab was built to 2id in quality contro.
on the projcet. The drainage syst.a for the airficld is proesently beoing work:d
on.

Other projeets coapletcd by € Comp-ny includc 2 bunker for the wat.er oint
north of LZ Lowboy and th: easting of curbstoncs to be usud in Duc¢ Pho, Almost
completed is 2 hslipad at LZ English. Construetion also b:2-an on a pad for ire
73rd Enginz:r Compzny (C3) 225TPH rock crushor.

Mine sweop nerawlly required 3 plutoon hours diily. Hisressment by the :nemy
occurred oftcn., At the end of Angust, activity increaszd to a point where up to
seven platoon hewrs wore uscd cnily. Obstneles znd dobrois tarewn on the rood wore
the most frecuont incidents snesuntored. Beoty traps =nd mines were scattercd
along the whole rsid forcing the minc sweop teuam to procecd at a slow pace.

f. D Company arrative,

D Company divided its time this reporting period batween LOC upgrz dlng, drainage
improvem.nt, and wine sweop operations, QL1 woas mzintzined in the southern part
of D Company's ACR and roaa widening and upgrzding were perifcrmed in the north:ra
oart, Curbstconus, precast by C Company, were installed in Due Pho to 2id droin-
ag2e. Thr.: bailey tridges werc rencved from the AOR during this remort pericd.

A 70" douktl:-singlc bailey was instilled to keep the LOC open when a bypass washed
out during th: flsod in October. A4 ten tube culvert with ench tubc boing 50" in
dicnetsr was 21so cenpleted during this time.

Corstruction of the conly stesl stringor bridge in the battalion ACR wes 50%

conplete 2t the end of the reperting period., Furthor construction was awaiting
shipment of stringcrs frem Qui Noha. Other bridge ond culvert repair nrnd construe-
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tion was accomplished as ncodid. it the ~nd of thi reporting period major rcpalrs
were being performad on sceticns of the road 2nd drainage structures whore they
were damaged by flood wat.rs. ' '

Mine swecp operations in this i0R eonsumed botwien six and twelve platoon
nours daily. Encmy activity was aspacially sovere dering the lost part of August
and the beginning of Scptenmbor, )

g. . 70tk Engincer Company (DT) Narrativa,

The 70th Engincer Conpany (DT) supportcd other battelion units with their
haul capability during this rororting period., Through most of the psriod, ono
section was comnitted to B Company, one scetion to D Cenpany, and cne plajoon
to LZ English Airficld and to asphali operations. Total haul for L2 English
and QL-1 consisted of 18,196 cubic yards of laterite, 7,235 cubic yards ol
blast rock, and 24,405 cubic yards of bose coursc. In addition, 4,850 cublc yarads
of asphalt wer: hauled for usc on Q-1 and 3,375 cubic yards for LZ English Air-
field.’ :

h.. 73rd Encincer Conmpany {CS) Narritivag : o

The 73rd Engincer Conpany (C3) continu:zd its cperation cf the heavy consituc-
tion support facility consisting of two 75TPH primuiry and three 75TPH secondary
rock crushers. Producticn during the roporting period yielded 24,678 cubic yards
of 2 1/2" (=) rock, 2,010 cubic yards of 3/4" rock, cnd 7,1C8 cubic yards of
1/2" (=) rock., 60,000 pounds of cxplosives wers vsed in tho cuarry operaticns.
The asphelt plant produced 5,038 tcns of asph2lt. 1.1 uilsos of QL-1 were paved
with 2 2 1/2" 1ift and o 24" wide roadwiy. Alsc, an 800! scctien of LZ Erglish
Airficld, 60' wide, was poved with a1 1/2% 1ift. '

i. 137th Enginser Company (LI) Karrctive. ;

The 137th Ergincer Company (LE) preovided cquipnont support for road, bridge,
and airfield construction duris - this reporting period. ‘Equizncnt support was
also given to 2l:nonts of the *7Xrd Alrberne Brizzde and other units in the areca.
Other operationzl support roguiremcnts were zlsc supported by this unit.

This unit supcrvised the laying of basc ccurse on QL-%1 nnd LZ Englisnh srficld,
compacted it, ~nd preparcd the surfaccs-for prving. .
. , ;
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SZOTION II, L76:C'S LEARNED: COMMANDER'S OBSEAVATION, EVALGATION, LD
LECOMMENDATICIS:

Y

¢, rLABOWNIL: lone
b, CPERATIONS:
(1) Tool bre-vege vhile cutting ~s h:alt,

() Q3STRVATICE: Frch prving doy # clewn straight cfge must So ot rt
the ond of the previously laid asphrlt in order to provide s pocd bond cnd
storting adre. At times eir comrressors are not available and hrnd tools mus
be used to do the work. 3ecrusc of the hardncss of the matorizl beines cii, thre
ax haadles end sledge hormer hardles break easily. Time and moncy were both
lest in the reriodie rsplaceaent of theue randles,

(b} EVALUATION: By making handles out of stronger matcrial, time -nd
money can bo saved. Also aiditional sefaty will be geincd as the heads arc gquite
danrerous wvhen hanilcs break ard the heads fly of?f,

(¢) 2ECOIZIENDATION: Whin wood :n ax haniles br:2k, they are re-laced with \ha)
heavy sheet ste S. Ihe edres of these naz?les arc ground smooth and tro
haudle weided to th: hoad, In th: samo manner, heavy ripins ie weldzd to sledre
h=mmcr heads, This sliminates brolcn handlos,

(2) Frzrch masonry tyve culverts.

{2) C3IELVITICN: Frianeh masonry iype culviris are usvally not leng
enough for rcid widening or tend to collipse at the ends wnder the weight of
hzavy eguipmont,

(b} EVALUATICN: Ferzoancl of this imit do not hava the ¥rowlidze or
exrerience to ribuild or extend resonry sulvert veing the originzl design and
matarials, Sine: most of the culvert vwi'l bear the welpht of traffic, it would
be & wasic te ren~vs the entirc srfaze to cmplace a new culvert if the oxisting
sections eon bo utilizsd.

(c) ZRECOMMPMDATIZN: If the existing eulvert is of the tyoe thnt has &

fist bottion, vortical sidas amd an arch top, and i the tos is caved .z, it mry

be ripaired by repl:cing the top. Th2 bottom and sides of the culvairt will remcin

unvouched, thoriby cffering no obstruction to the flow of wator. On: =alf of a

standard galvanized zlvert placed over the damaged section will cerplete the

repair. L1l plages where the galvanizel culvert joins vith othe: material should

o2 scaled with grout or wmortar teo nrevent shifting ~nd leakrge of water,

In the event thot the design of the culvert is other then thet ebove »r tho culvert

needs 1z -be extended, a ength of galvanized culveri may be used. Care .
. %

; . 33
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shouid be uszd in the joining of tlie two tvpes

tend to underminc the road
brild up in the culvert,

bring

Grout
ahout a gradual change of
section can be larger to insure

<
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5
[¥)
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of culvoert bocause a leak would
and ar wieven Jjoint would cause sand and éirt to

or mortar nmix may be placcd in the culverts to
chape and erhancc smooth flow. The down-stream
cmooth water flow thiough the culvert

(3) Classification sizns
(=) oz AV-TT7:0: Voodor an’ metal bridgc classification sisms de not
havs adequato lougevity in Vistnam dn> to the ropcated wetting of wood siens and
rust of mctal signs even though painted.

(v)

(e) RECCMMEDATIN

. EVALU:TICH: Matcrial other tlhan wood or metal should be used for
bridge classification sizns. '

L}

Classificatisn signs can be 2asily przcast of

(4) Antesne cebles.

rzinforced concrete to standerd diminsions.
by weethering as erc wooden and metal signs,

These concrete sicns z2re not affectad

(=) 3 2ELVATIC!; DRadio freacucncy cablen have a tendency to pull loose
from ilie connector zt the top of the 292 antea-a,

(b) EVALUZTICY: To save time and effort the cahlie should be secured to
provent iis boing oulilcd loose, ‘

(¢) RECOMMENDATIC: Run the r-dis fregvaney cabls dirzetly dewm iha
antennc,  Fasten it te thr wmoet sicticn of the antinna with clcctriesl & e to
eliminate the poscibi- ity of feice being applied to the connzetor.

(5) Deep vater gromd zuides.
| (=) GB‘EZVJ?Y . During heavy nonczoen rains, roads in som: locations are
under water. This nmalles it impossinle to see the limits of the road woen driving,
i —r ot omTe e ‘ . - .
‘ () TVALW.TIC: A means nmust be readilly available to driverz ¢ 2nable
thenm to drive zafely alcny inundated roads.

(c) 4ll ventel:s driving where thisz conditicn may be
ancountercd siwculd carry leonz sticke. The aszistant drivor can W alk t;e veticle
long ‘the read sing the ;t:“l wn fiel fer the ¢fzc of thr road and suitin drow-

P
{fs,

i1
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SUBJCT:  Oper-tionsl Rewrt L.ssons Lcarned (303 C5FOR-65), for Quartsrly
Azport "hdinag 31 Cetob-r 1968,

(6) Romovrl of 1841 matting,

(2) OBSTIVATICH: A1 Tatiitg which has been in place for any length
cf tims usually is difficult to romov: Eozeuse of the torresion of the locking
pPing and subscquent difficuity with rotracting these pins,

(B) EVLLULTIC Fabriec tion of a Guvies to help remove the locking
pins vill simplify the tas of remeving 041 matting.

() ABCOLME ™D, TI0N: A slide c'n be made to fit the slot in mRA1 matting
by welding two (2) of the locking »ins ~ogethir to provide & raig:d surface,

==

2y vring 8 slidge harmer or air hammer in conjunetion with the slide, the pins exn
be drivon out,

(7) Increascd 3fficincy from th: bin feed unit on the 150 TFE asphalt

plant, i\})
(=) GBS ERVATICH: Under normal operations ageregate is fuod <o *he drycr

in an esthelt plant by a bucket elevator and two bin feeders, vhich in ftum is

fed by a 20-ton RT crane operating from stockpiles. 1In most locations the stock-

Piles must be formed by trucking aggregate from the crusher site, where ir is

loaded by bucket loader to the asphalt plant. This usually involves the

following equipment:

1 bucket loader at crushar sits
2 five ton dumns to haul agrregate
t busket loader or dozer o work stockriles
1 20~ton RT eren: to load bins

(b)  ZALUATIC™: 3y encincering a bin feed unit which could be fed
dircctly frem 5-ton dwzp trucks, the followinz critical eouirment eouid be froed
for work at othor lccations; one buchot load:r or doz:zr to work the stockpiles
at th: asphalt plant and on2 20-ten =7 cranc to loai the bins, The aznregate
couid be loaled at the erusher site, haulcd to the plant, and dump.c dirzetly
into the bin feed unit,

(c) ZRECOMMEDATICN: To create this more efficient opsration thre

SEANME AT T

following changes vesg rade. Tirst, a headwall was built and bacikfiilaid tp
rrovide 8 razp for the trucks. Next the bin feed unit was installd in front

12 e
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of the headwsll. liow becauce of the cize of the loading ramp and distance
roquired for the slore to run off, the yin it rost be located farther away
from the plent than the bucikel elevatier w1l rcac:. Therefore a belt conveyor
must: be modified to do the job. The conviynr on the vin feed unit turns at 15
FPM, ther=fora the foed conveyer must opirate at tihe same suzed. To accompligh
this a 26 tonth gear wac enringsred anc manufactured in this unit's maintonance
shep. Renlacing the a~rmal conve:nr Arive gear vith this 26 tooth gear raduced
the suzad to 15 RPM. Now S-ton dumps can back to tho headw:o1ll and Auvmp Sirscetly

into the bin unit, which feeds into the drrver by uss of 4 belt conveyor (sac

S

dingram on  pni¢ 19), This frees a 20-ton AT crane and & loader or dozer te
work elsewh-rs.

(8) Inadsquacy of culvarts or :l-1.
(z) CBSERVLTION: During the upgracinf of %L-1, planning of Arainage

was bascdé on the averasc rainfall recelved during any ons peried durizg the
monscon scasom. During a recsnt rain, ralc more sevils by & niarby tyrhocn,
ell planning factors were croeeded cavsiu~ serious problums tlong RI~1. it

(b} EV.LUATIZM: Present estimates for plamuing muet bu revised upwerd
witn subs:zcusnt redesign and consiructicn ~f major hichwys in threatered areas.

(¢) uECCMMENDATINHE: Conduct stiviles to evaluate mrximvm flooding
rossibilities aleng major roads. Then, allowiig rargin for error, rodasign and
roconstruct all critical areas cf ntjer hicbuwars to iasure et r continued use
durine a1l weatlhizr conditions, .

(9) Cracking of aszhalt coat on vead:n oridzos.

L (=) C3ISEW.IION: Asphalt rlaced on woodun Lridz.s craci:is anl TIavs
losse on many occtsicns. T :

(b) EVALUATI Y: Vibratirn of th. woodin brid-e avperrs tc be-ihe major
cause in the detericratisn of the asphall csurface.

(¢) AFCOMMENDATICH: Install only a asrm ]l wood wiaring sirfacc on tha
bridge. This surfacc can oe maintain.? or re~laced in less time . than renuired
far z» asrhalt surface. . ¥

(10} Mobii: flrod lights.

‘ (=) CIGEOFATIOL: hen night work is to be performad at a icd
mueh 4imc must te tak.n in preparation ef flood-lizhis .for iliuminaticn.

(b) /T TIML A pertabile =ysten of fignd-lignts is nc.d.d that can be

-

1
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meved out of the woy for daytime operations anc rapidly set ui whure needod as
darincss acproachcs.

(c) R LCOMMEDATICH: ifourt the neccssary nutber of flnsd-lignts in 4 ton
trailers, Theec trailors can quickly be drivesn inte place whan needad, cables
sterud in the trcilers, removed and conrzctod with ajoining lights, aand the
whole eirevit cornicted to a generator,

c. TiATHING:  Roquirzmont for enzineer trinps to be train:d in infartiry
skills,

{1) 03$ RVATICH: Troone of thiz w it perform minc swsep oper-tinns aleng
QL-1 daily. DM-ny times infantry tactice must be uswd to countoract ambushos
=neountired during this daily task. Occasionally engincer urits are call.d or
wo perfern swieps throuch villages or othoer aregs as part of clearing operatirns.

(2) EVALUATI™: To cffectively c-niuet infantry type operaticns, engineer
trecs need refroisher tr-ining in this subjeet. Currunt technigues should be
trught for grestozt (£f.ct of this tr iring.

(3) 4 COIMENOATIZH: Enzineer units can b2 attachod to infantry units fer <~a)
training purpeses. Eithor squadl or platcin intesrity shoaild be maintained.

This training can ta%e the form ~f classrocm trainiag fcllowed by participation

in actual operatizns vith the vnit confuctin: the traintng. The engincer soldicr

vill return to his uait with a nev nderstanding of infantry tactice and with

confidince in the krevledr: that Se can perfcrm iz fcb vith a sreater desree of
siiill an? seofety

d, INTELLIZE CT:
(1) Securing sf claymere mines.

(2) OBSERVAIIO : Clajucre mines casually emprlaced will bz romeved or
rsversed in rlace by the Vict Ceag.

{b) EV..LU TICU: An erffective way must bz found to szeurs claym~re mines
afainst tamperizg. In additinn, they shou'd be gmplaced bohind & wire
entanglenunt and visually chaeled Jaily for add-~ad safety.

P

ATIO: A methnd usazd by this mait to szours clayror. mincs

(¢) ERECGILED
is s follows: 55 zallon drims arc filled 4 ta 3/4 full of compactod sand,
“elas arz unched in the containor about 5" from the top. Then the contain:r
is fill.d with ecnercte., The legs of the claymore are spre:d apart, bont at g
909 —ngle 1" from the cnds and set ints the concrats., The barrel is thzn szt in
& holc in the grousd an® earth tamped in plac. arcund it,

y | U
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K .Hb,crt ndins 31 Qetab. r 1962,

(2) Removal of mincs over culverts.,

(=) OBSERViII"S: On scveral occasicns, anti-vohicular mincs have been
located ncar or over culvirts st that the Slowing in ~laco pree.dure would ¢quse
damag. to tho drainaje struciure, Extracti-n 5y tho grapnling hook haia becdm:
difficult since tie VC have bec.n placing larg.r charges dseper in tho grcund.

(b) ZVALUATION: If a dceisinn is mods to sove the dr-in-go strueture,
the 2ressurs firing devies shovid be pomsve? by th. erepnling m.thed. & oriien
of the .xplosive can then be uncevorid by carcful probing and éiggin~. Cut a
pizec of G4 axrlasivs apiroxinately 1Y yide for th. full leugth of th.e standerd
2% zound bloek, Flacs tho sirip virtically in the barc with the bottenm portion
resting on the cxpos.? charg.. Imitine the tse of the C4 strip will 'roviﬂc .
tinc delay slus a means of i:miting 2 burnin Z thu wxpecssd ehnrze in the grount.
In mest instane:s the char:cs have not axnledel an® have left arily a small caVﬂty
near the cnivert that can easily be filled, \ i

£
(¢c) RECHIEDATIC’: That tle abov: muthed of bural ag minss Be anployed
whenever darsegl to the édrairare structure is probable an4 oxtraction by hand cr
grasnling h‘** is hazardcus, :

(3) Mincs sot in sothelos. .

(£) C3OSEVATIW: Vict C. ng emplaer mines in pethnles along the old w
Frunch hlghw ¥ where it has ast yot boen o"“adel Itines and firinc dsvices
emplaced in rothalis are hard it~ detcct visunally becavs: tle sotinles are filled
with weler =r gravel which mal.s camouflaz. easy. The t:1us of mines use? by
the Vict Ceng in this arza eften carno: ba Cetectid by rine detoctrrs and pot-
holes are ter nmumercus to prote each individually,

(b) EYALUATICH: Sine. the nines emplacs? in this seeticn cenrot be
detected ecasily because of r—ad renditicrs, a celuaticn is to el-aminate the sot-
heles in ths roa?. '

(c) RECCHM _ENDAT 70 i: uip up potholid sectisns of the road, Nix laterits
with the rosyitir re rock an’ cpreal this to form & ouaath omosentus s-orfacce.
Cov.orinz this u*+H f‘1.“*11u will prodv-e a temperary sxrf?cu'¢n Which visual
detuctisn of tampering will be sin-1ifid,

“E&: Field expelieni namv tapss,

(1) ranc tapes fnr uniforms ar: often times Aifficu’t ta ohtain

through sunrly elanrels.,

15
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SUBJTCT: Oror-tion-1 Berort Losrems Lompmuo (nes C53FOR-05), for Ju-ricrly
Repert “ading 31 Octeb r 1048,

(2) EVALUATION: Stenciling names directly +o the shirt is unsatisfactory
sines thy shirt catmot b: reissued to anotler persecn in thin conditi~n, .
substitute for name tape material is requires,

(3) RZCOMM IS TION: Tha siraps on smtll arms ammindtisn bandcleers can be
use? with 3" stencils to make adequate nama tapes.

f. ORG FIZATIC: ‘Pone
£, MAINTENANGT:
(1) Checking of hraxe shoes,

_ (=) O03SEVATIN": The prezcribud metiied to cheev brake shees on the e tan
truck is to rem-ve § lumuts, reriove the tirc, remove the axle flange cap,
anZ finally removs the cotter key and lecking rut to oXpos@ the brake shoos.

(b) ZVLLUATICN: This process 1s tedieus an? time consuming, /n
alternatc etha? is availebloe which achicves the same result -~n-the +=ton truek
with lose time and effort., Firet rem-ve the axle flange cap end wheel bearing
locking nut, then grosp the vheel and rerovs wieel, breke drug and spindlc all
et -nca, C:)

(e) - RECOMMENDATICH: Use the above procedine when checkine apn? changing
brake shoes as it szaves timc while achieviny the sare resulta,

(2) Lecse bolts en D-7E dezer,

(~) C3ERVATION: The firet three (3) bolts hzlinc the rock cuar? ce:te
lerse duriayg narmal cniration even aftor beins checked and tizhten.d during
operatnr maintenance, :

(b) EVALUATICN: Nermal cperator naintenance will nast insure that these
belts stey tight during crerttion zo they shoul? be affixed sezi-rermarcntly.

(c) RECCHCE DATIC.S: Those bolts can bhe sacur:d sufficiently by teck:
Welling them to the »ck svard,

(3) Air clcaner assombly and filter.
(z) O3SEAV TICN: In a- cperati~n ~f Cat 12 grafers, sowc dewn time hasg

been cxperienead Auz to thz ‘navailability ¢f the air eleanor acsenbly and filt.r
slements thru normal supply channels,

16
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SUBITAT: Oper-tiswncl R vt Tuue ns Lo-incd (ROS CSFOR-65), for Qu-rterly
: Rogert Thding 31 Cetrl: o 195 8. : . B

(b) EVALUATICW: This down time, altlhiweli miner, is & continucus
problem, The air - cleancr assehly ané filtir elements after continuous servics
te thu elcments imust bo renlaced perindic-lly,

(¢) RECCIMEDAIIC:: These asserblies and elemcnts can e c;mpletel
replaced with a cocmplete air filtor asserbly from e 5-ton trucis, M52.2, in 1
hours. This procedurc will prevent exces:lve dowm tine,

(4) Failure cf left fender on M51.2 5-ten dwiy truck. o
" {2) CBIESV.TICUH: The left frunt fander of the H3147 5-ton 3“"* truch
oftan fails whilc §r1v1na ¢a the roush roacs of Vi.tnaw, causing the tvvck to ba
deallined
(b) TVALULTIIN: This occurs wrimarily baceuse of tho weight of the eir
cleencr essznbly which is mcunted -n this fonder, _ -
(e) RECCIZENDATION: FabrLcate 8 nrac: frewm 2" anslc irmn. This hrace
is bolted to the {romec ani tiae fenlor directly below the air cleancr assembly.
This w111 heln alleviate the problen of oxc.ss weicht on the fender.: -

(5) Failure of radiator on 115142 S-tcn dump truck.

(2) OBSERVATICU: Frecuent failurs of the raliater: on truck, Aump,
5-ton, 6x6, }S51i2, has resulie? in cxcessive d:wn time fer repairs., Thzse
radiztrrs ar: diffieuit items to o'itain throwgh normal supply sources., Therefore,

repairs must be attempied within orgeaic waintenance facilities which is time
consuniny at best, e ‘ ’
. . .

(v) EVALUATICIT: lLwest failures are Auc 4c separation of water tubus fron
the lower water tank, In addition there is n-t ensurh proctectien of the water
tubcs se any flying otjects (siones, ete) wiil penetrate the tubes., On most
raciaters the tubcs gre protocted Ly the air fins, which is not the case ¢a this
type raliztcr,

t
. {¢c) RECC.IEDATICI: In recent ca~%¢; due te ncnavailability of multi-
fuzl radiaters, 5-ton gas-line ra: ia**** heve been nolifizl for use-on the multi-
fuel trLckg by romoving the shreol froo the *1;t1—?u91 radiztar and soidzrins it
onts the gaselinc radiat-r

(é) Vapor lock in bitumiacus paving machine,

VAT UN: Diring wavineg onerations in the hot sun the Zarber
oo machine dave lap8 2 vapor lzclk en er abent 1430 hovrs

i _ 17
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SUBJZCT: Cperttional Re:ri Tusiows Loorn 2 (1S CSFOR-&5), fur Jusrtoerly
Revort nding 37 Cetub. o 1967,

svary oftsrnoon. This ceuses a sevire slow 7owa in paving operati-nr ani &
loss of valuable praduction time.

(b) EVALUATICY: The vaper locl: can be temse arily curad by placing

-
-

cald towsls or icz over the fuel punp, However this is cnly a tamnorary surs
end within a short time the vaper lsck osccirs arain, licwever, en enxil-ry fucl

sump wiil selve the probluom.

(¢) RUCOMILMATION: Install en slectrie fuel pump betwoen the tent end
n-rmal fuel pusp. This fusl pudp can be activated by rmesns of a teprle switch.
Whonevar vacer loc't occurs activat: the avxilary fucl pump and continue ravine
vitheut intarruction.

h. OTH:R: Exmelient flare.

(1) O8ERV:TICK: Hoavy use of flares can cause a situ-tien in wvhich an
cxpetient is needed.

(2) EYALU TI{: in expedient type flarc should be inprovised far cmergency

1S53

(3) RECCHMTDATICN: Usc a 55 =allon barrel an’ tws {2) 105 or 155 shell casings 4
t~ vrepare the flare in the following manner: \54)

(=) Cnt tho barrel dowm te /3 gize and insure it has ro leans in 1t.

(b} Place one (1) shell casinr upririt in the 55 allon barrel anl sceure
firmly in placc. Then slightly reim the opeains in ihe shell aud {123 it vith
pasoline,

(¢) Tak. the sccend casing, drill a 3" hele in the bo
it atop the first shell (open exd ts opun en?), Tape both shel
SCCTIr2.

tem an placs
s

i
1s tegether to

(¢) Till the 55 pallon barrel used with a nixture of oil en’ gassline,

" (2) ‘hen the mixture of gasoline ani cil is ignited, the easnline in
the shell casinys heats ugp, vapcrizes, and coues out tho quartcr inch hele.
Durning this rives a satisfactery lirht scurcc.

Y
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DA, Headquarters, 35th Engineer Group (Const), APO 96312, 24 Noverber 1968

FOR OFFIC (AL Use NLY

EGA-3 (31 Oct 68) 1st Ind i
SUBJECT: Operationa). Report T.cssons Learned (RCS CSFOR-65), for Cuarterly
Period Ending 31 Cetober 1968 .

+

-

T0: Comranding Genersl, 18th Engineer Brigade, ATTN: AVBC-G, AFO 96377

1. Thie headquarters has revieved the Operational Report - I.essons Learned
for tho 19th Engineor Battalion (Cbt) for the quarterly perled ending 31
Cctober 1968, Tho report ig consldered an excellent swrary of the battalion's

. T

fi :
2, This headquarters concurg with the remerks of the Battalion Comménder with
the following comments added: Reference Section II, paragraph b.(8), "hem
designing a drainage structure, the effort ang matorials required to construct ‘
the facility must be weipghed apainst the effort Tequired to repair the structure
should it bo damaged by a storm greater than used In tho design, Consideration-
right be given to increasing the present 5 year design storm established by '
the 18th Engincer Bripade Fighvay Desipgn Criteris; hovever, a 50 year design

of . m"-rLER
Coloncl, CE
Cormanding

FOR OFE(CIAL Q5E ANLY

/9
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AVBC-C3 (31 Oet 68) 2nd Ind .
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 19th Engineer Battalion (Combat) for
the Period Ending 31 Octooer 1968, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R1)

DA, Headquarters, 18th Engineer Brigade, APO 96377 8 DEL 1968
TO: Commanding General, U.S. Ammy Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST, APO 94375

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operationai Report -~ Lessons
Learned for the 19th Engineer Battalion (Compat) as indorsed by the 35th
Engineer Group, The report is considered to be an excellent account of the
Battalion's activities for the reporting period,

2, This headquarters concurs with the observations and recommendations
of the Battalion and Group Commander with the following comments added:

a. Reference: Section II, paragraph b.{8). This probiem will be
resolved by the new MACV Directive hNumber L15-8, Restoration, Maintenance
and Repair of Roads and Bridges; wnich cails for increasing the design
storm to a maximum of 20 years.

0. Referencet Section II, paragraph g.(1). Removal of the spindie
exposes wheel oearings making the introduction of dirt and other foreign
matter a distinct possibility, The perfect aligrment of the spindle P
during removal and instaliation is necessary to preclude the possibility ~kﬂ)
of damage to seals. The added weight involved in removing the wheel,
-drum and spindle as a unit makes aligrment more difficult and increased
seal fajlures can be anticipated. Recommend ‘that the unit use prescribed
method to check brake shoes on 2 ton trucks.

¢. Reference: Section II, paragraph g.(2). Concur as a field fix
only if the cause of the failure is determined to be worn threads in the
trucik frame. The failure of the rock guard attaching bolts to remsin
tight during operation could also be caused by pent rock guards which
should be straightened or replaced, or worn bolts which should pe replaced,

JUHN H. ELDE%, o
Colonel, CE

Commanding
CF:
CO, 35th Gp
€0, 19th Bn
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: AgHB?(EDST (31 Oct 68) 3d Ind
5 T: Operational Report Lessons L - .
Pooiad Ending 51 Cctaner l%gamed (RCS CSFOR-65), for Quarterly

' HEA : N |
| HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VILTNAM, APO San Francisco ‘96375 3 pge 1968

T0: Commander in Chief, Unit s s d
APO 96558 > A éd States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,

This headquarters has reviewed the i ; ’

] \ Operational Report-less Le
tﬁ;ig:z:tg%{aﬁ;-:o?cggguégg(jl Oc):tober 1968 frem geadquartggz, 13:2“ for
_ at){(Army
e Treseding indomsenents. and concurs with the report as modified

FOR THE COMMANDER:

R

A.R. GUENTHER

CPT. ACC
ASST. ADJUTANT GENERAL

- Cy furn:
HQ 19th Engr Bn (C)(A)
HQ 18th Engr Bde

&l




GPOP-DT (31 Oct 68) &4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 19th Engr Bn {Cbt )(Army) for Pericd
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, 'S Army, Pacific, APO San Prancisco 96558 g JAN 1969

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters hes evaluated Bubject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed. ‘

CPT, Ace
Aset £y

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

C



FOR OFFIC 14 Q’sz ONe Y

ORGIIC UATTS =

F

Headquarters and ﬁeadquartgrs Company, 19tL Engr Eﬁ (C)tA)
Company &, 19th Engr Bn (C)(a) - L "
Company B, 19th Engr Ban {C)(4) .

Company C, 19th Engr Bn (C)(a)

Cémp-‘;ny D, 19th Enzr Bn (C)({a)

ATTACKED UNITS

;
70th Engincer Company (DT), Admiﬁistr.tivc-and~0peraaional Control.
73rd Engincer Company (CS), 4Administrotive and Operational Control.
137th Engincer Conpany (LE}, Adinistrative and 6per1tional Control.

35th Engr Bn (Cbt), Lond Clu.ring Platoon, Opcrational Control (until 9 Oct 68),

FOR OFFIC 1AL USE onLY
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